
ACTIVITY: Swimming 
CASE: GSAF 1995.06.02 
DATE: Friday June 2, 1995 
LOCATION:  The incident took place at Sheung 
Sze Wan Beach at Clearwater Bay, 25 
kilometres east of Kowloon, Hong Kong. 
 

NAME: Herman Lo Cheuk-Yuet 
DESCRIPTION: He was a 29-year-old male, a 
hairdresser. 
 

BACKGROUND 
MOON PHASE: First Quarter, June 6, 1995 
ENVIRONMENT: Friday was a local holiday and huge crowds were on beaches. Many came 
to participate in the annual Dragon Boat races, a traditional festival celebrating a legendary 
sea rescue. According to the legend, a minister expelled from high office attempted to commit 
suicide by throwing himself in a river, but fishermen prevented him from being eaten by a fish 
by beating the water with their paddles. Three hours before this incident, a shark was 
reported in the area. Although the beach had no lifeguards or shark nets, it was crowded with 
about 200 people at the time of the incident. 
TIME: 14h30 
 

NARRATIVE: Herman Lo Cheuk-Yuet went to 
the beach with his 27-year-old girlfriend, another 
female friend, and Mr. Lo Kwok-wai early in the 
morning. The shark alert sounded while they 
were on the beach and for that reason his friends 
opted to swim closer to shore. Herman was 
slightly seaward of them when he was bitten. “I 
heard a shout for help and saw him swimming 
towards the shore,” said Mr. Lo Kwok-wai. At 
first, we thought he was drowning. We started 
swimming out to him but when we were halfway 
there, someone yelled out that there was a shark 
and not to go out any further. We swam back 
and rowed out in a sampan but he was sinking 
and disappearing.” They put him into the boat 
and took him ashore. 
 

INJURY: Fatal. The swimmer’s right thigh was 
bitten and his femur exposed, and his left leg 
was lacerated.  
 

FIRST AID: An ambulance was waiting as the 
swimmer was brought ashore. “He was nearly unconscious on the beach, said Tseung Kwan) 
station sergeant Chan Kwan-shing. Ambulance personnel tried to revive him on the 25 
minute journey to the hospital. Three police motorcycles had to clear a route along 
Clearwater Bay for the ambulance as holiday-makers headed for the beach and the Dragon 
Boat Festival. The swimmer was dead on arrival at United Christian Hospital in Kwun Tong. 
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SPECIES INVOLVED: Witnesses said the shark was 1.8 to 2.1 metres [six to seven feet] in 
length. 
 
REPORTED BY: John Wong, GSAF 
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