
ACTIVITY: Fishing 
CASE: GSAF 1994.01.12.R  
DATE: Reported Wednesday January 12, 1994 
LOCATION: Albany, 390 km south of Perth, Western Australia 
 
BOAT: A five-metre aluminum boat 
OCCUPANTS: Ben Turnbull, Lia & Neville Parker   
 
BACKGROUND 
ENVIRONMENT: The shark appeared to be initially attracted to a wool bag that had been 
filled with fish guts the day before. The occupants of the boat had also been cleaning fish 
and the blood was draining from the boat into the ocean. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 10 km 
TIME: 07h30 
 
NARRATIVE: The shark repeatedly rammed the boat, bit the wool bag, the wooden anchor 
and a ladder. 
 
INJURY: No injury to occupants 
 
DAMAGE TO BOAT:  There was no obvious damage to the boat itself. 
 
SPECIES: The incident involved a white shark, estimated to be six metres in length. 
 
SOURCE: The Advertiser, January 12, 1994, page 18  
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The Advertiser, January 12, 1994, page 18  
 

White pointer menaces trio  
By Mark Russell  
 
PERTH: A schoolboy told last night how he watched terrified as a monster white pointer shark 
lunged at him as he was fishing from a friend's boat. Ben Turnbull, 14, said the shark repeatedly 
rammed the 5m aluminium 
boat, attacked a home-made anchor and tried to tear away a ladder. Ben said he was lucky to be 
alive after the frenzied attack. He said the boat was violently rocked from side to side by the 6m 
shark as he and his friends, Neville Parker and his wife Lia, looked on helplessly. 
 
The trio had been fishing for half an hour about 10km off the West Australian coast near Albany, 
390km south of Perth, when the shark struck at 7.30am. Ben said the shark circled the boat 
several times before attacking the home-made anchor, a wool bag. He said the wool bag had 
been filled with fish guts the day before and the smell probably attracted the shark.  The trio also 
had been cleaning fish and the blood was draining from the boat into the ocean. 
 
“The shark just went berserk,'' Ben said. “It kept going for the bag before turning on the boat. We 
were pretty 
scared. We saw the fin come out of the water a few times and you could see what it looked like. 
“When we tried to start the motor, the shark started attacking it, grabbing it. 
 
“It also tried to grab on to the ladder at the back of the boat. 
 
“You could see it's nose and top jaw, it was pretty bloody big. 
 
“We were getting really worried when we couldn't get the motor started because the shark kept 
having a go at it. 
 
“When we finally started the motor and managed to get away, we realised we'd had a very lucky 
escape.'' 
 
Ben said they had looked around the boat to find something to fend off the shark but decided to 
leave it alone and not provoke it any further. He said he had seen sharks in the area before but 
none had ever attacked a boat. 
 
A Marine and Harbors Department spokesman, Mr Craig Dallinger, who met the trio when they 
arrived back at Peaceful Bay after the shark attack, said there was no obvious damage to the 
boat. Mr Dallinger said they were obviously shaken by the encounter but were back fishing 
yesterday despite their ordeal. 
 
Meanwhile yesterday, in Melbourne, a four-metre shark swam within 50 metres of bathers at 
Elwood beach, in Melbourne's south, forcing its closure for most of the afternoon. The shark, 
which locals said was a bronze whaler, was seen by a family in a speedboat about 11.30am. The 
driver of the boat contacted Elwood Surf Lifesaving Club volunteer Peter Jarvis, 23, who cleared 
about 50 swimmers from the water. “Its fin was sticking up about 20 centimetres so it was 
probably about 15 feet long,'' Mr Jarvis said.  
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