
ACTIVITY: Surfing 
CASE: GSAF 1993.11.12 
DATE: Friday November 12, 1993 
LOCATION: The incident took place in 
the Pacific Ocean at Wailua Beach on 
the east side of Kauai, Hawaii, USA. 
 

NAME: David Silva 
DESCRIPTION: He is a 31-year-old 
male. 
SURFBOARD: He was using a yellow 
surfboard. 
 

BACKGROUND 
MOON PHASE: New Moon, November 
13, 1993 
SEA CONDITIONS: Wailua Beach is located at the mouth of the only navigable river in the 
State of Hawaii. This windswept beach is a favorite with windsurfers and surfers, but its 
strong surf and currents discourage swimming, but when the incident took place the sea 
was calm and clear. 
ENVIRONMENT: For years it was rare for a surfer to see a green turtle in the wild. Over-
fishing had depleted their numbers, and their nesting beaches were destroyed by tourism. 
Today, surfers see turtles more often but it is also thought that more turtles mean more 
shark bites on people. However, George Balazs, research biologist with the National Marine 
Fisheries Service in Honolulu, has been studying sharks for 22 years and is not convinced 
of any link between turtles and shark bites. “Any object in the water at or near the surface 
could be liable to be snapped at by a shark,” says Balazs. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 75 yards 
DEPTH OF WATER: 15 feet 
TIME: 10h55 
 

NARRATIVE: David Silva was paddling shorewards when he was bitten by the shark. “I 
was attacked off the point. I think the shark thought that I was a turtle because my board is 
yellow, and with my hands paddling in the water ... I think he thought that I was a turtle, and 
he came for me,” said Silva. Despite his injury, the surfer was able to paddle his board to 
shore. 
 
INJURY: The surfer sustained gashes to both sides of his left knee.  
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: Tiger shark 
 

SOURCE: The Hawaii Channel; Nova transcripts 
 
 

© Global Shark Accident File, 1993. All rights reserved. This report may not be abridged or 
reproduced in any form without written permission of the Global Shark Accident File. 


