
ACTIVITY: Surfing 
CASE: GSAF 1993.06.10 
DATE: Thursday June 10, 1993 
LOCATION: The incident took place near 
Goat Island (Moku’auia Island), 
Malaekahana State Recreation Area, 
Laie, O'ahu, Hawaii, USA. 
 
NAME: Jonathan Mozo 
DESCRIPTION: He is a 22-year-old 
male, a business management student at 
Brigham Young University-Hawai’i. 
SURBOARD: The surfboard was six feet 
in length. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: It was a cool, clear morning. 
MOON PHASE: Third Quarter, June 11, 
1993 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 100 yards 
from Goat Island 
DEPTH OF WATER: Shallow 
TIME: 07h10 
 
NARRATIVE: Jonathan Mozo and his friend, Ryan Bell, entered the water before most of 
the other surfers. Jonathan was surfing and Ryan was using a body-board. When Ryan felt 
a thump on his board, he was momentarily alarmed, but dived under a breaking wave. As 
he surfaced, he heard Jonathan scream. 
 

Jonathan had caught a wave and was paddling back out to Ryan, his feet hanging over the 
end of his board, when the shark grabbed his feet. He glanced back, saw the shark, 
screamed and paddled quickly to the beach. 
 
INJURY: Both feet were lacerated and a tendon in his right foot was cut. 
 
FIRST AID: Ned McMahon and Jeff Johnston, two surfers on the beach, saw Jonathan and 
Ryan paddling swiftly towards shore they realized something serious had happened. Jeff 
called for an ambulance while Ned used a surfboard leash to fashion a makeshift 
tourniquet. Then he carried Jonathan over his shoulders 100 yards to the parking lot. A 
friend of Jeff’s pulled up to go surfing and helped wrap Jonathan’s feet in towels, applied 
pressure to stop the bleeding and had the injured surfer raise his feet higher than his head. 
They drove Jonathan to Kahuku Hospital, arriving there within 10 minutes. 
 
TREAMENT: The surfer was stabilized in the Emergency Room at Kahuku Hospital, then 
he was transported by ambulance to Queen’s Hospital in Honolulu, an hour away. Thirty 
stitches were needed in each foot to close the wounds, and the sliced tendon in his right 
foot was repaired. 
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: The incident was thought to involve a tiger shark, Galeocerdo cuvier. 
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The night of the incident, the state shark task force hired a fisherman to set baited hooks 
near Goat Island, and next day he hauled in two tiger sharks: one was 10 feet in length, the 
other was 13 feet. 
 
SOURCES: Greg Ambrose, pages 61 to 68, G. H. Balazs, Jim Borg, page 83   
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