
ACTIVITY: Swimming 
CASE: GSAF 1993.06.00 
DATE: June 1993 
LOCATION: The incident took place in a creek off of the Intracoastal Waterway, Hamstead, 
Pender County, North Carolina. 
 
NAME: Suzanne Pferrer 
DESCRIPTION: She is a female in her 60s. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WATER CONDITIONS: It was high tide. 
ENVIRONMENT: The creek is either Old Topsail Creek or Nixons. 
TIME: Dusk, right before sunset. 
 
NARRATIVE: She was swimming off her dock at 312 Olde Point Loop Road, and had been 
in the water for about an hour. She had entered the water from her dock, swam to the south, 
then turned around to swim to the north passing her dock. When she was on her way back 
to the dock she had the sensation of being bumped by something in the water. When she 
reached the dock and was climbing out, standing, she noticed a fin coming towards the 
dock from the north. She said she saw a shark’s head come out of the water with its mouth 
open. She felt like the shark was looking at her. It stayed on the surface and swam around 
and behind the dock, then it headed back towards the south underwater.   
 
INJURY: Mrs. Pferrer was not injured by the shark.  Mrs. Pferrer used to swim in the creek 
from her dock almost every evening until this incident.  She stopped swimming in the creek 
after her encounter.  
 
SPECIES: Mrs. Pferrer said the shark was dark gray in color on it's back and seemed lighter 
gray underneath with a big triangular fin.  She estimates it was at least six feet in length.   
 
SOURCE: Interview with Mrs. Pferrer  
 
CASE INVESTIGATOR: Clay Creswell, Global Shark Accident File 
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The red balloon 
shows the location of  
312 Olde Point Road 

Hamstead, NC 
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