
ACTIVITY: Spearfishing and snorkeling 
CASE: GSAF 1992.11.29 
DATE: Sunday November 29, 1992 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the 
Pacific Ocean off San Onofre, Orange 
County, California, USA.  
33.3°N, 117.3°W  
 
NAME: John M. Regan 
DESCRIPTION: He is a 31-year-old male, 
a medical technician, and he was wearing 
a black wet suit. 
 
BACKGROUND 
MOON PHASE: First Quarter, December 
1, 1992 
SEA CONDITIONS: Underwater visibility was poor. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 100 feet 
TIME: 15h30 
 
NARRATIVE: “I shouldn’t have been swimming 
with speared fish, especially in poor visibility,” said 
Regan. “It was a case of mistaken identity; I was 
dressed in a black wet suit, looking like a seal, 
which is the shark’s regular food. I’m willing to bet 
that if I had been wearing scuba gear and exhaling 
bubbles instead of carrying speared fish, the mako 
would have ignored me.” 
 
INJURY: Puncture wounds and lacerations to right calf. 
 
SPECIES: The incident reportedly involved a mako shark, 1.8 metres [six feet] in length. 
Ralph Collier, foremost researcher of Pacific coast shark accidents, believes Regan may 
have been bitten by a white shark: “I have a strong feeling that the shark involved in this 
incident was probably a juvenile white shark. I base this observation on historical data on 
time of year, location, and causal species ID. The water was murky and the reef is 
frequently visited by juvenile and subadult white sharks. Shortfin mako sharks seldom 
venture into the shallow waters of this area based on conversations with commercial 
fishermen over the years. On the other hand, juvenile, subadult and adult white sharks are 
frequently observed in the area.” 
 
SOURCES: Los Angeles Times, November 30, 1992; The Orange County Register, 
December 1, 1992; Alert Diver Magazine.  
 
CASE INVESTIGATORS: Hillary Viders and Ralph Collier  
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