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ACTIVITY: Surfing 
CASE: GSAF 1992.10.22 
DATE: Saturday October 22, 1992 
LOCATION:  The incident took place in 
the Pacific Ocean at Laniakea, O’ahu, 
Hawaii, USA. 
 
NAME: Rick Gruzinsky 
DESCRIPTION: He is a 28-year-old 
male, and weighs 170 pounds. 
SURFBOARD: 6'4" trifinboard 
 
BACKGROUND 
MOON PHASE: New Moon, October 
25, 1992 
SEA CONDITIONS: The sea was 
clear. The surf was small and unstable 
when the surfer entered the water but it 
was flat calm when the incident took 
place. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 120 yards 
DEPTH OF WATER: 15 feet 
TIME: Shortly after 07h40 
 
NARRATIVE: Gruzinsky entered the 
water at 07h40. He had caught two 
waves and was paddling back out to 
the lineup when he felt a turbulence 
below. Then the shark struck the 
surfboard, lifting both surfer and board 
from the water. Gruzinsky clung to his 
board with his legs as the shark bit the 
front of the board just a foot from where 
his hands were clutching the rails. The 
surfer clung to the bottom of the board, 
one of its skegs gouging his armpit, as 
the shark shook his surfboard. “I felt 
that my space and my board, and I was 
being violated. If I had gotten bitten on 
the leg as a passing thing, I wouldn’t 
have taken it so personallyl But it was 
fighting me for my board,” said 
Gruzinsky. Then the shark bit a chunk 
from the board and disappeared. 
Gruzinsky went immediately to the 
beach, shouting a warning to two 
surfers paddling out to the lineup. 
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Rick Gruzinsky and his surfboard. 



INJURY: Minor. The only injuries sustained were bruises and cuts from his surfboard. 
 
DAMAGE TO EQUIPMENT: The shark removed a section from the front of the fiberglass 
surfboard. It was later found floating at Mokulei’a, five miles west of Laniakea. 
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: Next day a 4.25 m [14'] female tiger shark was caught. The tooth 
impression on the section of board removed by the shark fit “as perfectly as a custom-made 
denture,” according to Greg Ambrose. 
 
SOURCES: The Spokesman-Review, November 7, 1992, page A5; Greg Ambrose, pages 
54-60; Alex MacCormick, page 195; Jim Borg, page 82; Leighton Taylor (1993), pages 114-
115 
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