
ACTIVITY: Surfing 
CASE: GSAF 1992.09.13 
DATE: Sunday September 13, 1992 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the 
Pacific Ocean at Gold Beach, Curry 
County, in far southwestern Oregon, USA.  
42°25.1'N; 124°25.8'W  
 
NAME: Jerad Brittain 
DESCRIPTION: He is a 20-year-old male. 
 
BACKGROUND 
MOON PHASE: Full Moon, 98% of the 
moon was illuminated. 
ENVIRONMENT: The incident took place 
adjacent to the mouth of the Rogue River. 
The surfer reported that immediately 
before the incident, the seals disappeared.  
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 50 metres 
DISTANCE FROM THE SOUTH JETTY: 
20 metres. 
TIME: 17h00 
 
NARRATIVE: Journalists John Griffith, of 
The Oregonian in Portland, and Greg Haas, of the Curry Coastal Pilot in Brookings, 
generously provided some of the information for the following incident. 
 

Brittain was surfing with his brother, Jeff. Jerad recalled, "I was sitting upright on my 
surfboard, with my brother located halfway between me and the jetty. I noticed that all the 
seals I had seen just a few minutes earlier were now gone. Then all of a sudden, while still 
sitting on my board, I felt this massive jerk on my leash."  
 

The shark had grabbed the leg leash and began slapping the water with its tail, striking both 
the surfer and his board. The attacking shark pulled Brittain off his board as it headed 
seaward. The surfer began striking his assailant with a clenched fist as it pulled him along 
the surface. During this struggle, the surfer saw the shark's dorsal fin and tail, estimating the 
distance between them to be two to two-and-a-half metres. Within seconds, the shark's 
teeth cut the leg leash, allowing Brittain to gulp a breath of air as he swam toward the 
beach. He described the shark's color as dark gray on the back, with a white underbelly.  
 
INJURY: The surfer sustained only bruises.  
 
SPECIES: The incident involved a white shark four to five metres in length. This was the 
fourth incident at this recurring location.  
 
SOURCE: Shark Research Committee, http://www.sharkresearchcommittee.com/
unprovoked_surfer.htm 
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