
ACTIVITY: Snorkeling 
CASE: GSAF 1992.04.24 
DATE: Friday April 24, 1992 
LOCATION: The attack took place on remote 
sub-Antarctic Campbell Island, 370 nautical 
miles south of New Zealand in the Antarctic 
Ocean. The island had no airstrip, was 640 
kilometres from the nearest hospital, and a 
boat takes three days to reach the island.  
52º32'24"S, 169º8'42"E 
 
NAME: Mike Fraser 
DESCRIPTION: The diver, a 32-year-old 
male, was leader of a Meterological Service 
team stationed on the island. He was clad in a wetsuit, and wearing mask, fins and snorkel. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER:  Gentle breeze 
MOON PHASE: Third Quarter, April 25, 1992 
SEA CONDITIONS: The sea was “brilliant blue”. 
ENVIRONMENT: Yellow-eyed penguins flourish on the island and sea lions were present. 
Southern right whales breed near the island in the winter. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 35 metres  
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Campbell Island 



DEPTH OF WATER: “Shallow” 
TIME: 15h30 [3:30 pm] 
 
NARRATIVE: Mike Fraser's four teammates were snorkeling in the shallows: meteorologist 
and second in command Linda Danen, conservation officer Jacinda Amey, electronic 
technician Robin Humphrey and mechanic Gus McAllister. Fraser had been in the water 
about 30 minutes. He had stopped kicking and was drifting on the surface when the shark 
slammed into his right shoulder, flinging him forward through the water. Seconds later he 
was hurled upwards and held waist high above the surface. As he looked down he saw the 
jaws of a shark clamped around his right arm. Instinctively, he swun his left arm around and 
punched the shark's snout. The victim screamed as the shark submerged with him. The 
snorkellers in the shallows heard Fraser's underwater scream. As the shark broke the 
surface with Fraser in its mouth they saw the fish opened and close its mouth around him, 
and then it submerged again. Underwater, Fraser raised his knees and gave a power kick to 
the underside of the shark's mouth. He kicked repeatedly, tugging at his trapped arm, as the 
shark shook him. Finally, he felt a hard wrench and rolled clear. He rocketed to the surface, 
then realized his arm was missing below the elbow and every heartbeat was pumping 
arterial blood into the water. To avoid panic, he forced himself to take measured kicks 
towards shore. Instinctively, three snorkelers had fled to the safety of the shore, but Ms. 
Amey waited in the water until the shark moved away from Fraser. Then she went to his aid 
and pulled him to the beach. 
 
INJURY: Fraser’s right forearm was severed below the elbow, his left forearm was broken 
and severely lacerated with tendon damage. 
 
FIRST AID: Fraser was having difficulty breathing. Danen unzipped Fraser’s wetsuit and 
removed his face mask. While Humphrey applied pressure at the stump of Fraser’s right 
forearm, McAllister ran the mask strap around his upper arm and pulled it tight, creating a 
tourniquet. While McAllister began the tough six-mile hike back to base, Danen ran 275 
metres up the hill to a small hut with a first-aid kit, tent, and a VHF radio. Danen replaced 
the tourniquet with a pressure bandage then tied his snorkel tube to his left arm (which was 
badly gashed and appeared to be broken). With a sleeping bag from the hut, and oar and a 
piece of driftwood they built a crude stretcher and carried Fraser to level ground and 
erected an emergency tent over him. Danen and the others cut off Fraser’s wetsuit, hauled 
him into a sleeping bag and piled two more bags on top of him, and elevated his limbs. 
Throughout the night Danen gave Fraser sips of water to combat dehydration, but as his 
conditioned worsened he could not even keep the water down, and his body was drenched 
with sweat.  
 
Helicopter pilot John Funnell, based at Taupo airport on New Zealand's North Island, 
intercepted the Mayday call, and called Paramedic Pat Wynne, long-distance pilot and 
navigator Grant Biel. Their six-seater Aerospatiale Squirrel helicopter was fitted with long-
range fuel tanks, but still had a range of only 354 nautical miles. First, they had to fly their 
craft 917 kilometres to the extreme south of New Zealand, then fly 370 nautical miles over 
the open ocean. At 02h00 they cleared the tip of New Zealand  just as the GPS satellites 
were taken off the air for routine repositioning. Wynne sat in the passenger compartment 
with three drums of aviation fuel and a portable electric pump to transfer fuel as they flew. 
Using data radioed from a Navajo aircraft 43,00 metres above, they calculated a new 
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compass heading. At this stage Funnel had been working 21 hours.  
 
Campbell Island was cloaked in a thick layer of clouds, but the helicopter was guided in by a 
government fisheries research ship, the Tangaroa. When Wynne reached Fraser, 15 hours 
after he was bitten by the shark, the diver was in shock with a blood pressure of 70/40. 
Unable to start an IV in the tent because of the dim light, he decided to fly Fraser to the 
main base. There an IV was inserted and six hours later Fraser was wheeled into Southland 
Hospital in Invercargill, New Zealand. 
 
TREATMENT: Fraser was admitted to Southland Hospital on April 25. On May 1, he was 
transferred to Hutt Hospital in Lower Hutt. He required skin grafts and reconstructive 
surgery. Two surgical procedures for tendon repair were performed at Hutt Hospital on 
September 20, 1992 and a second procedure on November 13, 1992.  
 
SPECIES: The incident involved a white shark, estimated to be four metres in length and 
weighing 590 kilograms. 
 
NOTE: On October 23, 1999, Jacinda Margaret Amey of Tuatapere, Southland, was 
awarded the New Zealand Cross for “displaying great courage and bravery with complete 
disregard for her own safety in going to Mr. Fraser’s assistance.” Fraser now works for the 
weather service in Wellington. 
 
SOURCE: Interviews with Mike Fraser 
 
CASE INVESTIGATOR: Richard Weeks, GSAF 
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