
ACTIVITY: Snorkeling 
CASES: GSAF 1991.11.26.b  
DATE: Tuesday November 26, 1991 
LOCATION: The attack took place in 
the Pacific Ocean at Olowalu, Maui, 
Hawaii, USA. 
 
NAME: Martha Joy Morrell 
DESCRIPTION: She was a 41-year-
old female. She probably swam 
every day, said her mother.  
 
BACKGROUND 
MOON PHASE: Waning Gibbous, 
71% of the Moon was illuminated  
New Moon, December 5, 1991. 
SEA CONDITIONS: The water was 
somewhat murky. 
ENVIRONMENT:  The attack took 
place in an area where abundant 
marine life attracts both tour boats 
and sharks. "Local fishermen say the 
area is a spawning ground for 
sharks," said Maui County police 
Sgt. Waldo Fujie. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 100 
yards, near the reef edge. 
DEPTH: 10-15 feet 
TIME: 09h00 
 
NARRATIVE: Marti Morrel was 
snorkeling with Louise Sourisseau, a 
friend from Vancouver, BC. She was 
just outside the reef when the shark 
brushed her companion, then struck 
Morrell. Sourisseau swam for shore, 
screaming for help. A repairman 
working at the home grabbed a 
paddle board and swam out, but by 
the time he neared the reef, several 
sharks had joined in the attack. 
Fearing for his life, the man backed 
away. 
 
INJURIES: Martha Morrel’s injuries were fatal. Her body was recovered and later autopsied 
at Maui Memorial Hospital by the County Coroner. Injuries included amputation of left arm 
at the shoulder, right forearm, left leg above the hip joint, and right foot/lower leg. 
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SPECIES: The attack involved a tiger shark, estimated  to be eight to 11 feet [2.4 to 3.4 
metres] in length.  
 
SOURCES: Balszs, page 80; James Borg, pages 1-3; Alex MacCormick, page 151; 
Leighton Taylor (1993), pages 112-113 
 

© Global Shark Accident File, 1991. All rights reserved. This report may not be abridged or 
reproduced  in any form without written permission of the Global Shark Accident File. 


