
ACTIVITY: Scuba diving 
CASE: GSAF 1990.11.03 
DATE: Saturday November 3, 1990 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the 
Pacific Ocean at Monastery Beach, near 
Point Lobos, Monterey County, California, 
USA.    
36º31.6'N, 121º55.6'W 
 
NAME: Eloise Tavares 
DESCRIPTION: She is a 30-year-old female.  
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: The sky was clear. 
MOON PHASE: Waxing Gibbous, 99% of the 
Moon’s visible disk was illuminated. Full 
Moon November 2, 1990. 
SEA CONDITIONS: The sea was calm. 
ENVIRONMENT: The incident took place 
near a kelp canopy. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 150 metres 
DEPTH OF WATER: Eight to 10 fathoms 
TIME: 15h00 
 
NARRATIVE: Eloise Tavares and her dive buddy Tom Ford had almost reached the kelp 
canopy where they planned to dive when she felt pressure, then something bit her leg.  

“At first I thought my dive buddy had kicked my leg, because I looked and couldn’t see 
anything. When I was struck a second time, I looked and couldn’t see anything and 
thought I was caught in a trap. After turning in a complete circle, I reached down my leg, 
just as it was suddenly thrust up out of the water. My leg was in the mouth of a very large 
white shark. I prayed to Jesus for help. I felt pain in my leg and realized I was being 
pulled away from my dive buddy and the kelp bed. I was headed toward the beach. I saw 
Tom Ford seven to ten metres from me and yelled, ‘Shark! Shark!’. Ford swam to me as 
the shark released its grip and swam off. Ford helped me swim to the kelp canopy, 
where we yelled to several bathers on the beach to summon help. Two nearby scuba 
instructors swam out and assisted us back to shore.” 

 
INJURY: Tavares was bitten twice by the shark, sustaining severe nerve and tendon 
damage to her right leg. 
 
FIRST AID / TREATMENT: Paramedics responded and administered trauma care on the 
beach. Tavares was transported to Community Memorial Hospital of the Monterey 
Peninsula. Emergency room physicians provided care prior to initial surgical repair of her 
injury. Tavares underwent several surgical procedures. As of 2003, she had still not 
regained complete use of her leg. 
 
SPECIES: The incident involved a white shark, four to five metres in length. 
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