
ACTIVITY: Surfing 
CASE: GSAF 1990.10.30.b 
DATE: Tuesday October 30, 1990 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the 
Atlantic Ocean at Melbourne Beach, Brevard 
County, Florida, USA. 
 
NAME: Robert Spratt 
DESCRIPTION: He is a 50-year-old male 
from Melbourne Beach, a chemistry and and 
physics teacher. He had been surfing for 20 
years. 
 
BACKGROUND 
MOON PHASE: Waxing Gibbous, 86% of the 
Moon is illuminated. Full Moon, November 2, 
1990. 
ENVIRONMENT: At this time of year 
migrating bait fish in the surf attract sharks 
inshore according to Lt. Roger Cutter of the 
Florida Marine Patrol. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 75 feet 
TIME: 16h55 
 
NARRATIVE: Spratt was surfing by himself. 
He dipped his hand in the water, and his hand 
and forearm were grabbed by a shark. “When 
my arm came up, there was a shark on the 
end of it,” he said. “[The shark] thrashed six 
times back and forth.”  It happened so fast he 
wasn’t sure what made the shark let go. He 
remembers paddling towards shore and that 
teeth marks pierced his wetsuit on both sides 
of his arm and wrist. 
 
INJURY: The dorsal surface of Spratt’s hand was severely lacerated, tendons were 
damaged, a nerve was partly crushed and a bone was scraped. 

FIRST AID: Another surfer fashioned a tourniquet from his surfboard leash and an off-duty 
paramedic fishing nearby bandaged the wound before Spratt was taken to the hospital. 

TREATMENT: The surfer underwent surgery at Holmes Regional Medical Center to repair 
the damage and remove two tooth fragments of the shark. A hospital spokesperson said that 
two more teeth which remained in his arm would be removed if they caused infection. 

SPECIES INVOLVED: Not identified. The shark was reported to be six feet in length. 
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