
ACTIVITY: Swimming 
CASE: GSAF 1990.10.27 
DATE: Saturday October 27,1990 
LOCATION: The incident took place in a canal, part of Little Tallebudgera Creek, a 
kilometer south of Jupiters Casino in Mermaid Waters, Queensland, Australia. 
 
NAME: Craig Alan Coleman 
DESCRIPTION: He is a 26-year-old male from Mermaid Waters. 
 
BACKGROUND 
MOON PHASE: First Quarter, October 27, 1990 
TIME: 20h30 (Night) 
 
NARRATIVE: After being bitten, Coleman staggered to the home of Ian Gibson in Ondine 
Court. Gibson said, “When I opened the door this bloke said to me: ‘I think I’ve been bitten 
by a shark’. He was covered in blood and I just froze for a moment and then I dashed 
forward to help. The poor bloke had an enormous gash in his backside.” 
 
INJURY: He was bitten on the buttocks and hip. An ambulance officer said, “Our men said 
you could see the teeth marks. They were quite evident.” 
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TREATMENT: He was taken by ambulance to Gold Coast 
Hospital and admitted to the intensive care unit. His 
wounds required 200 stitches.  
 
SPECIES: Unknown 
 
NOTE: Coleman's flat mate, Regina Welch, said the night 
before they had watched a TV program in which a girl was 
killed by a shark. She said he often swam in the canal 
behind their Makeri Street unit and she had told him it was 
dangerous because of sharks, but he replied, “Don't talk 
stupid, there aren't sharks in the canal”. 
 
SOURCES: Sunday Mail (QLD), October 28, 1990, page 1 
The Canberra Times, October 29, 1990, page 2 
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