
ACTIVITY: Surfing 
CASE: GSAF 1990.10.12 
DATE: Friday October 12, 1990 
LOCATION: The incident took place in 
the Atlantic Ocean at Stuart Beach, 
Martin County, Florida, USA. 
 
NAME: Gabe Martino 
DESCRIPTION: He is a 19-year-old 
male from Jensen Beach. 
 
BACKGROUND 
MOON PHASE: Waning Crescent, 
35% of the Moon’s visible disk was 
illuminated. New Moon, October 18, 
1990. 
ENVIRONMENT: Jonathan Gorham, a senior scientist at Applied Biology Inc. in Jensen 
Beach, said more sharks may be seen at this time of year because they follow the large 
schools of bait fish now moving along the coast. He also added that storms have stirred up 
the sea and reduced underwater visibility,  
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 20 yards 
TIME: 12h30 
 
NARRATIVE: As Gabe Martino paddled his surfboard into the waves he felt something grab 
his ankle, but thought it was one of his friends. As Martino turned around, he felt pain and 
saw a shark's jaws clamped on his foot and ankle. Martino beat the shark away and headed 
for shore. 
 
INJURY: Martino sustained only superficial wounds on his left foot and ankle so stitches 
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weren't needed, said two Martin County lifeguards who bandaged him. "It could have been 
a lot worse," said lifeguard Scott Huffman, who is also an emergency medical technician. 
"The shark must have realized it wasn't a fish and let go." 
 
SPECIES: The surfer estimated the shark’s mouth was 10 inches in width. Ed Stout of 
Palm City said the shark he saw near Martino was gray and white and 1.8 to 2.4 metres 
[six to eight feet] in length. 
 
SOURCE: Stephanie L. Jackson, Palm Beach Post, October 13, 1990, page 1B  
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