
ACTIVITY: Spearfishing 
CASE: GSAF 1990.06.23 
DATE: Saturday June 23, 1990 
LOCATION: The incident took place off 
Bimini, Bahamas. 
 

NAME: Bruce Cease 
DESCRIPTION: He is a 38-year-old male 
from Miami, Florida, and a lawyer  with 20 
years diving experience.  
 

BACKGROUND 
MOON PHASE: New Moon 
DISTANCE FROM BOAT: 50 feet 
TIME: Afternoon. 
 

NARRATIVE: Bruce Cease and three 
friends left Miami in a 31-foot Chris Craft 
on Saturday morning and stopped briefly 
in Bimini before heading for open water. 
By 11h00 the four men were taking turns 
driving the boat and snorkeling and 
spearfishing. Cease and long-time friend 
Harvey Kornfeld were in the water when the shark appeared. When the shark got too close, 
Cease said, Kornfeld dropped a fish he had speared and the shark gulped it down. The pair 
made for their boat. "I was just watching the shark. It swam around and came by close 
twice," said Cease. He wasn't scared, he said, but tried to be cautious. But the third time it 
swam by, the shark suddenly turned on Cease. "He turned very quickly, like lightning," he 
said "I put both my hands up to protect myself and he grabbed my left arm.” The shark sank 
bit the diver’s left arm and thrashed around for about 10 seconds before letting go and 
swimming away. Cease lifted his hand out of the water and saw the damage. "I saw both 
bones," Cease said. He kept looking for the shark while backpedaling to the boat, but didn't 
see the shark again. When he got near the boat he yelled to his friends, "Shark, shark, he 
got me." 
 

INJURY: The shark removed a four-inch by six-inch chunk of tissue from the diver’s left 
forearm. 
 

FIRST AID / TREATMENT: After Cease was pulled aboard, diving buddy Terry Henn -- a 
Metro-Dade Fire Rescue paramedic -- stopped the bleeding using ice from a cooler.  A US 
Coast Guard helicopter picked up Cease and transferred him to Mercy Hospital where he 
was admitted. Cease said his doctor told him surgery would be required and he would have 
to stay in the hospital for about two weeks. Though shaken, Cease says the incident won't 
chase him from the water. "If I could, I'd go out diving today." 
 

SPECIES: The shark was 1.2 metres  to 1.5 metres  [4' to 5'] in length. According to Samuel 
Gruber who runs the University of Miami’s biological field station in Bimini, it was most likely 
a Caribbean reef shark. "Ninety percent of the time they will flee, but 10 percent of the time 
they will launch an attack," said Gruber. 
 
SOURCE: The Miami Herald, June 24, 1990, Page 2B and June 25, 1990, page 1B. 
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