
ACTIVITY: Surfing 
CASE: GSAF 1989.09.09.a 
DATE: Saturday September 9, 1989 
LOCATION: The accident took place in the 
Atlantic Ocean at Salvo on the Outer Banks 
of  Dare County, North Carolina. 
 
NAME: Robert Ballard 
DESCRIPTION: He is a 31-year-old surfer 
from Virginia Beach, Virginia. 
 
BACKGROUND 
MOON PHASE: First Quarter, September 8, 
1989 
SEA CONDITIONS: The water was rough 
and turbid from the effects of Hurricane 
Gabrielle. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 200 yards 
TIME: Morning. 
 
NARRATIVE: He was paddling out when a 
shark bit his arm. He managed to catch 
wave rode his surfboard to shore on his 
belly. 
 
INJURY: Injury to right arm. 
 
FIRS AID / TREATMENT: Bystanders on 
the beach placed a towel around his arm 
and he was taken to a hospital. Two dozen 
stitches were needed to repair his injury.  
 
SPECIES: It was thought the accident 
involved a sandbar shark. 
 
CASE INVESTIGATOR: Clay Creswell, GSAF 
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 Surfer in N.C. is Bitten in Encounter with Shark  
 
Robert Ballard credits his surfboard with helping him live through a real-life "Jaws" episode that 
left him with a row of teeth scars requiring two dozen stitches on his right arm.  
 
Ballard, a 31-year-old veteran surfer from Virginia Beach, was paddling into waves stirred up last 
weekend by Hurricane Gabrielle off the Outer Banks of North Carolina. As he made his way 
through the surf Saturday morning, Ballard said a shark at least 3 feet long attacked him.  
 
"All I was worried about was surviving," Ballard said, recalling the attack. "I had a revelation on 
the way in that if I had lost my board, I might not have made it."  
 
Ballard said he was about 200 yards off Salvo, a small Hatteras Island fishing village, when the 
shark caught him by surprise.  
 
"Just like the `Jaws' movie, it just rose out of the water and got me," Ballard said.  
 
With his arm bleeding profusely, Ballard managed to catch a wave and rode his surfboard to 
shore on his belly. Bystanders on the beach put a towel around his arm, and he was treated at 
two hospitals.  
 
Shark experts called the attack extremely rare. Only nine shark attacks have been confirmed in 
North Carolina since 1905, said Frank Schwartz, a professor at the University of North Carolina 
Institute of Marine Sciences.  A shark bit a surfer's hand at Masonboro Inlet in 1986, Schwartz 
said.  
 
SOURCE: Richmond Times-Dispatch, September 13, 1989, page 22 
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