
ACTIVITY: Hookah diving 
CASE: GSAF 1989.09.09.b 
DATE: Saturday, September 9, 1989 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the Pacific 
Ocean at Southeast Farallon Island, off San 
Francisco, California, USA. 37º42.1'N; 123º 00.8'W 
 
NAME: Mark Tisserand 
DESCRIPTION: He was a 38-year-old commercial 
diver. He wore a black wetsuit, swim fins, and mask 
with snorkel, and carried an abalone net basket, pry 
bar, and a bang stick. His regulator was attached to 
a yellow hookah airline. His dive buddy [Smith] 
wore a blue wetsuit, black swim fins, and mask, and 
utilized yellow scuba tanks.  
BOAT: The Kandy Lou 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: The sky was overcast and there was a 
10- to 15 knot wind. 
MOON PHASE: First Quarter, September 9, 1989. 
SEA CONDITIONS: The wind cause whitcaps on the on-e to two-metre ground swells. 
Underwater visibility was three to four metres. 
ENVIRONMENT: Tisserand had been watching about 20 pinnipeds 30 to 40 metres 
southeast of his location, with a second, similar group midway between the boat and shore. 
Both groups of pinnipeds had attracted the divers' attention because they seemed very 
agitated and nervous. Tisserand reported, "They were barking and looking quickly about the 
surface and below the water."  
 

Tisserand recalled: "The bottom was rocky, reef like, with many small caves and short kelp 
plants covering most of the bottom. I saw 15 to 20 seals on or very near the bottom. They 
appeared distressed by something, as they kept looking up toward the surface while 
remaining on the bottom in the kelp grass. Some of the seals moved slowly through the kelp 
grass by using their front flippers to pull themselves along the bottom. I felt very 
uncomfortable and returned to the boat after 10 minutes." 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: The divers’ boat was anchored 50 to 70 metres from shore on 
the northwest side of the island. 
DEPTH OF WATER AT INCIDENT SITE: Six to seven fathoms. 
TIME: 12h00 
 
NARRATIVE: Commercial divers Mark Tisserand and Scott Smith made an exploratory 
dive to determine the site's potential for collecting abalone. Due to their shared 
apprehension, Tisserand and Smith discussed moving to a new location. However, after a 
15 to-20-minute discussion and rest period, they decided to dive the area. 
 
Tisserand entered the water and began descending vertically, feet first. Smith followed him 
some 15 to 20 seconds later. Tisserand was three to four metres from the bottom when 
"suddenly I felt a vise like pressure on my left leg and knew immediately what had 
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happened." The shark shook Tisserand for 10 to 15 seconds. He struck the shark's head 
with the butt of his bang stick. The diver was unable to release the safety pin to discharge 
the weapon's explosive head. The shark released its grip on Tisserand at about the same 
time Smith was entering the water. At mid depth, Smith saw Tisserand rapidly ascending 
and, three to five metres below him, glimpsed a white shark swimming away. Smith 
observed the shark three more times during the 30-
minute swim to the boat. The shark swam slowly and 
smoothly at all times and did not attempt to bite either 
diver.  
 
INJURIES: Surgeon John Leonard reported, "Upon 
arrival at the hospital's emergency room, Tisserand 
was alert and in a mild state of shock. He had suffered 
11 multiple tooth punctures to the lower left leg, with a 
traumatic compound fracture dislocation [near- 
amputation] of the left ankle, with only 30 to 40% of 
the tissue and epidermis on the inside of the ankle 
intact."  
 
FIRST AID: When they were aboard the boat, a 
tourniquet was applied to Tisserand's leg and the 
USCG was radioed for assistance. Within 30 minutes, 
a USCG helicopter picked up the victim and flew him 
to Peninsula Hospital in Burlingame. 
 
TREATMENT: Following several surgical procedures 
and treatment with antibiotics, the diver was 
discharged from the hospital on 19 September. Whether Tisserand suffered permanent 
impairment is unknown.  
 
SPECIES: The incident involved a white shark, four to five metres [13 to 16.5 feet] in length. 
 
SOURCES: Ralph Collier (2003), pages 110-112; Shark Research Committee, 
http://www.sharkresearchcommittee.com/unprovoked_diver.htm 
 
CASE INVESTIGATOR: Ralph Collier 
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