
ACTIVITY: Spearfishing 
CASE: GSAF 1989.08.09 
DATE: Wednesday August 9, 1989 
LOCATION: The incident took place at Highborn 
Cay, Bahamas. 
 
NAME: Jill St. Clair (some reports give her name as 
Judy St. Clair) 
DESCRIPTION: She is a 31-year old female, a 
scuba instructor from Marathon Florida who has 
captained her own dive boat in Islamorada the past 
five years.  
 
NARRATIVE: She was spearfishing with her 
boyfriend. "I shot a grouper and then a shark came 
out of nowhere. I didn't even see it. But it snatched 
my hand and the fish. It dragged me. I pulled loose 
and climbed into our dinghy. I knew what had 
happened. I knew I hadn't been hit by a freight train. 
I knew my hand was gone for good." 
 
INJURY: The diver sustained severe hand and arm 
injuries.  
 
FIRST AID: Her boyfriend rigged a tourniquet out of an anchor line. Dr. Edward Truppman, 
a North Miami plastic surgeon, was boating in the area, heard the distress call and 
responded.  He bandaged St. Clair's arm and gave her an intravenous pain-killer and 
remained with her until rescuers arrived. Then she was taken by helicopter to Nassau, 
where a Coast Guard jet airlifted her to Miami, 220 miles northwest of the incident site. 
 
TREATMENT: The diver underwent surgery at Jackson Memorial Hospital where her right 
hand was surgically amputated and she was fitted with an artificial hand. “It was just a 
fluke,” said St. Clair. “[The shark] was at the right place and I was at the right place at the 
wrong time.” 
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: Unknown. 
 
NOTE: On November 12, 1989, the Miami Herald reported that Dr. Truppman received a 
letter from President Bush commending him for his role in helping St. Clair. 
 
SOURCES: Orlando Sentinel, August 10, 1989, pages B.3 and B.5; Chronicle Telegram, 
Friday, August 11, 1989, page B.9; Michael Lasalandra, Palm Beach Post, August 15, 
1989; Miami Herald, November 12, 1989  
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