
ACTIVITY: Free diving  
CASE: GSAF 1989.06.03 / SA-370 
DATE: Saturday June 3, 1989 
LOCATION: The incident took place 
in the Indian Ocean  off the slipway at 
Gonubie, 13 kilometres northeast of 
East London Harbor in the Eastern 
Cape Province, South Africa.  
32°56'S, 28°02,1'E  
 
NAME: Leon Krouse 
DESCRIPTION: The diver, a 28-
year-old male, is 1,7 metres tall and 
weighs 80 kilograms. He was wearing 
a black five-millimetre full wetsuit, 
clear silicone face mask, black swim 
fins and orange gloves, and he had 
no injuries before entering the water.  
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: The sky was sunny and 
there was a strong south-westerly 
breeze. 
MOON PHASE: New Moon, June 3, 
1989 
SEA CONDITIONS: There were 
white horses at sea, but in the bay 
the water was calm and green. Water 
temperature was estimated to be 
17ºC and there was an east-to-west 
current. Visibility was at least two 
metres. The incident took place at 
spring high tide. 
ENVIRONMENT:  The incident took 
place over a rocky bottom with patches of sand.  According to one press report anglers 
were fishing for sharks on the Point, about a hundred metres from the incident site, but had 
caught only one small shark about 0,5 metres in length, but according to the Daily Dispatch 
a kite fisherman caught and released a two-metre shark 350 metres from the incident site 
20 minutes before the diver was bitten. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 10 metres 
DEPTH: Two metres 
TIME: 15h30 
 
INCIDENT NARRATIVE: Leon Krouse was free-diving for sinkers with two friends, but they 
were about 20 metres seaward of him. He had been in the water 20 minutes and was on the 
bottom when he became aware of the shark swimming overhead. “It appeared to have 
come from the direction of the shore,” said Krouse. The diver surfaced, but remained 
motionless. “The shark circled me once,” he said, “then swam directly at me”. As the diver 
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attempted to fend the shark away, his right hand became lodged in the corner of the shark's 
mouth. The shark swam, dragging the diver, and then sounded. With that, the diver 
wrenched his hand from the shark's mouth, turned and swam to shore as quickly as 
possible. After Krouse freed his hand he did not see the shark again. 
 
INJURY: The diver's left 
forearm, right hand and wrist 
were bitten. He sustained 
defense wounds on the 
knuckles of his left hand. 
 
FIRST AID: First aid was 
administered on the beach by 
Dr Zullmann and a tourniquet 
was applied to control the 
bleeding. Forty minutes after 
the incident the diver was 
taken to Frere Hospital by 
ambulance, and arrived there 
within 20 minutes. 
 
TREATMENT: The diver was 
in satisfactory condition on 
admission to the hospital. He 
was treated in Frere Hospital 
by Drs Keith Watt and Beeby 
and underwent additional 
surgical repair on June 5, 
1989. No tooth fragments were 
seen on X-ray. 
 
SPECIES INVOLVED:  The 
diver saw the shark clearly; he 
noted its triangular serrated 
teeth, and identified the shark 
as a white shark, Carcharodon 
carcharias, about 2,5 to three 
metres in length. 
 
COMMENT: The surgeon, Mr Keith Watt, who also treated Patrick Gee (GSAF 1985.10.24), 
and Rob Horn of the East London Aquarium confirmed that the wounds were consistent 
with those produced by a white shark. The scenario in this instance is similar to another 
case in South Africa (GSAF 1987.01.28) in which a 2,5 to three-metre shark took the diver's 
hand in the corner of its mouth and dragged him through the water a short distance before 
releasing him. 
 
CASE INVESTIGATOR: Marie Levine 
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