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ACTIVITY: Windsurfing 
CASE: GSAF 1989.02.15 / SA-382 
DATE: Wednesday February 15,  1989 
LOCATION: The incident took place in 
the Indian Ocean at Richards Bay, 161 
kilometres northwest of Durban, on the 
coast of KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa. 
 
NAME: Nico Abel 
DESCRIPTION: The windsurfer, a 26-
year-old white male, is 1,8 metres tall 
and weighs 85 kilograms. He was clad 
in a grey and maroon long-john wetsuit. He wore no jewelry and had no injuries before the 
incident. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: The sky was partly cloudy, and there was a strong 25-knot southwesterly 
breeze. 
MOON PHASE: Waxing Gibbous with 76% of the Moon's visible disk was illuminated. First 
quarter Moon on February 12, 1989 at 23:15 Universal Time.  
SEA CONDITIONS:  The water was calm, but dark green, and visibility was no more than 
50 centimetres. Water temperature was estimated to be about 20°C. 
ENVIRONMENT: The incident took place near an island surrounded by a deep gulley, 
alongside a deep yachting channel. No unusual fish or bird activity was observed by the 
windsurfer. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 150 metres, 50 metres from an island 
DEPTH: Three to four metres 
TIME:  13h30 
 
INCIDENT NARRATIVE:  Nico Abel was alone in the water. “A gust of wind blew me off my 
windsurfer and I fell into the water,” said Abel. “Just after falling I felt a jerk on my left foot 
(like a fish taking a line, and saw a whirl of water about two metres behind me. After that I 
got back onto the board and saw the wounds on my foot. I kept my foot on the board (it was 
bleeding) and floated to shore.” 
 
INJURY: The outside of the left foot was bruised and there were a series of minor 
lacerations. There was a one-centimetre laceration above the ankle and two deep vertical 
lacerations 3,5 and five centimetres in length and about five centimetres apart near the 
ankle. Below them was a series of deep horizontal 1,5- to two-centimetre lacerations. 
 
DAMAGE TO WINDSURFER:  None 
 
FIRST AID/TREATMENT:  Lifesaver James Speirs [GSAF 1986.10.05] rendered first aid 
and the wound was sutured by Dr Japie Roos at the Empangeni Mediclinic. 
 
SPECIES INVOLVED:  X-rays were taken but no tooth fragments were found. Geremy Cliff, 
who investigated this incident, concluded that the windsurfer had fallen into the path of a 



shark, possibly a raggedtooth shark, 
that lashed out and inflicted the 
injuries on his ankle and foot. 
 
CASE INVESTIGATOR: Geremy 
Cliff, Natal Sharks Board 
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