
ACTIVITY: Swimming 
CASE: GSAF 1988.04.15.a 
DATE: Friday April 15, 1988 
LOCATION: The accident took place in the Atlantic Ocean at Riviera Beach, Palm Beach 
County, Florida, USA. 
26°47'18.94"N, 80°01'52.66"W 
 
NAME: Robert B. Nicholson III 
DESCRIPTION: He is a 24-year-old male from Oak Ridge, New Jersey. 
 
BACKGROUND 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 50 yards 
TIME: 18h45 
 
NARRATIVE: Robert Nicholson was swimming with Heather Riley near the Sheraton 
Ocean Inn (3200 N. Ocean Boulevard) when he felt something bump him in the chest, but 
he said he wasn't concerned about it. "I was riding a wave in and something hit me really 
hard in the chest. I wasn't really worried because I'd been bumped before by fish. Then it bit 
me in the foot. It grabbed me and started to shake me. I hit it with my hand to get it off, and 
it bit my hand. Somehow, I got it to let go." Unaware of the extent of his injuries, Nicholson 
swam back to shore. 
 
INJURIES: A finger of his left hand was broken and he sustained lacerations to the dorsum 
of his left foot, but no tendons were severed. 
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FIRST AID / TREATMENT: Nicholson told Heather to go back to the hotel and get help. "I 
saw the amount of blood and I got scared," he said. "I ran back to the hotel and went to the 
swimming pool and began to hose out the wounds. Then I wrapped myself up in towels and 
waited for the paramedics." 
 
He was transported to St. Mary’s Hospital for evaluation and treatment. He required 45 
stitches to his foot and five to his hand. He still needed skin graft surgery when he returned 
to New Jersey. 
 
SPECIES: Not identified, but according to Nicholson, the shark was about eight feet in 
length.  
 
SOURCES: Palm Beach Post, Saturday April 16, 1988 
North Jersey.com, April 22, 2013  
 
CASE INVESTIGATOR: Electa Pace, Florida Shark Attack File 
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