
ACTIVITY: Surfing 
CASE: GSAF 1988.03.16 / SA-366 
DATE: Wednesday March 16, 1988 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the Indian Ocean at 
McKenzie's Beach, Isipingo, 17 kilometres southwest of 
Durban on the KwaZulu-Natal coast, South Africa. The beach 
does not have shark nets.  
29°59,8'S, 30°57,1'E 
 
NAME:  Sastri Naidoo 
DESCRIPTION: The surfer, a 17-year-old male, is 1,85 metres 
tall and weighs 65 kilograms. He was clad in yellow-trimmed 
purple and beige baggies and wore a yellow luminous leash on 
his right ankle. He had no injuries before the incident. He is an 
experienced surfer, a member of the Isipingo Beach Surf Riders Club, and in December 
1987 he placed seventh at the championships held at Jeffreys Bay. 
SURFBOARD: Both surfaces and the fins of the surfboard, a 1,93-metre trifin, are white. 
 
BACKGROUND 
MOON PHASE: New Moon, March 18, 1988 
WEATHER: The sky was overcast, and there was a light southwesterly breeze. It was hot 
and muggy; the temperature was 27ºC, humidity was 90%, and barometric pressure was 
1011,3 millibars. 
MOON PHASE: Waning Crescent with 4% of the Moon's visible disk illuminated. New Moon 
on March 18, 1988 at 02:04 Universal Time.  
SEA CONDITIONS: The sea was dirty; water visibility was about a metre, but there was no 
current. A channel was present and the incident took place seaward of the channel. The 
Durban sea surface temperature measured 25º and mean high tide was at 15h38. 
ENVIRONMENT: A few fishermen were on the beach but it is not known what, if anything, 
had been caught. No unusual fish or bird activity was noted by the surfer, nor had he seen 
any dolphins. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 70-80 metres 
DEPTH: Three to four metres 
TIME: 16h45 (Sunset was at 18h11) 
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NARRATIVE: Sastri Naidoo had been in the water for about 30 minutes and was alone. He 
was sitting astride his surfboard with his legs dangling in the water, facing seawards. The 
surfer didn't see the shark until it bit his left leg. “The shark never tried to pull me off the 
board,” said Naidoo. “My leg was in the shark's mouth and its head was above the surface”. 
Instinctively the surfer struck the shark with his left hand, it released his leg and 
disappeared. The surfer paddled to shore.  
 
INJURY: Naidoo's lower left leg and foot were lacerated, 
and tendons were severed in three areas. There was a 
slicing bite on the left foot that resulted in severe 
lacerations in the plantar area of the mid-foot, lateral to 
medial. It appeared that the shark came up from behind 
and bit in to the lower gastrocnemius area. As the surfer 
swiveled round, the teeth of the shark inflicted wounds on 
the upper foot at about the astragalus level and lacerated 
the lateral/plantar area of the foot. There was a single V-
shaped laceration on the surfer's left hand, sustained 
when he struck out at the shark. 
 
DAMAGE TO EQUIPMENT: The surfboard was 
undamaged but the leash was severed, presumably by 
the shark. 
 
FIRST AID: Fishermen, who had witnessed the attack, contacted Dr Motala. The doctor 
arrived within ten minutes, bandaged the wound and rendered first aid. At 17h30, when the 
surfer’s condition was stable, he was taken by ambulance to the hospital. 
 
TREATMENT: Dr Motala initially treated the surfer when he arrived at R K Kahn Hospital. 
The bandages were removed and replaced at Casualty and the limb was X-rayed. “While I 
was waiting to go into surgery I began to feel pain for the first time, it hadn't really hurt much 
before that time,” said the surfer. Because the patient had eaten a substantial meal at 
15h30, Dr Madison Raj, delayed surgical repair until 21h30. On March 18, 1988, a skin graft 
was performed. The patient was given a course of broad spectrum antibiotics, and his 
recovery was uneventful. 
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: The surfer estimated that the shark was between 1,5 and two 
metres in length. No tooth fragments were recovered and, it is not possible at this time to 
identify the species of shark involved in this incident. 
 
CASE INVESTIGATORS: Marie Levine; Graeme Charter, Beulah Davis, Natal Sharks 
Board 
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