
ACTIVITY: Surfing 
CASE: GSAF 1988.01.27 
DATE: Wednesday January 27, 1988 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the Indian Ocean 
at The Wedge, a popular surfing spot near the old West 
Street Pier in Durban, KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa. The 
Wedge is located about two kilometers [1.2 miles] north of 
the harbour entrance. 
 
NAME: Charles Beresford Everitt 
DESCRIPTION: The surfer, a 22-year-old male, is 1.77 
metres [5'7"] tall and weighs 71 kilograms [156 lbs]. He 
was clad in a five millimeter [1/2"] ankle-length grey and 
blue wetsuit, and wore a luminous green leash around his 
right ankle. The surfer had no injuries before entering the 
water. 
SURFBOARD: The surfboard, a 1.9-metre [6'2"] white 
trifin manufactured by Safari, had a rainbow-coloured 
green, blue and yellow upper-surface, a white under-
surface, and three purple fins. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: The sky was sunny, and there was no wind. 
MOON PHASE: First Quarter, January 25, 1988 
SEA CONDITIONS: The sea was glassy with two-metre visibility, sea temperature was 
about 24ºC [75.2ºF], and the tide was incoming. 
CONDITION OF THE SHARK NETS: The shark nets were in good order and no sharks 
were caught on the morning of the incident. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: The incident took place 80 metres from the beach and 30 
metres north of the pier. 
DEPTH OF WATER: Three metres 
TIME: 06h30 
 
NARRATIVE: When Charles Everitt and two friends entered the water at 05h30, two other 
surfers warned them that a shark had been seen in the area, and about ten minutes before 
the incident fish were seen jumping at the backline of breakers. Everitt was shorewards of 
the shark nets and had just reached backline when the incident occurred. He was facing 
seawards and straddling his board; he was in a sitting position, paddling with his hands and 
moving his legs slightly to maintain his position. Suddenly something struck his right calf 
and toppled him into the water. “I saw blood in the water then put my finger right into the 
wound through the hole in my wetsuit,” said Everitt, “it was a strange numb feeling.” He 
remounted his board, shouted a warning to his friends, and paddled, then caught a swell to 
shore. 
 
INJURY: The teeth of the upper jaw resulted in a 10 x 5 cm wound which penetrated to the 
bone. No photographs were taken prior to surgery and all but three small triangular 
toothmarks made by the teeth of the lower jaw were obliterated by the sutures. 
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DAMAGE TO SURFBOARD: No damage. 
 
FIRST AID: Shortly after the surfers reached the 
beach they took Everitt to Addington Hospital in 
their car. 
 
TREATMENT: The surfer was treated by Dr. 
Morris in casualty and his wound was sutured by 
Dr. Hahn. He remained in the hospital for several 
days. Recovery was complete. 
 
SPECIES: Not identified. The surfer did not see 
a shark and the wound was not photographed 
before repair. The three small tooth impressions 
on the surfer’s calf were caused by a marine 
animal, possibly a small shark or a gamefish. 
The curvature of the wound indicates the incident 
did not involve a barracuda. 
 
CASE INVESTIGATOR: Marie Levine 
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