ACTIVITY: Scuba diving for scallops
CASE: GSAF 1987.09.18
DATE: Friday September 18, 1987
LOCATION: The attack took place in St.
Vincent Gulf off Marino Rocks, South
Australia.
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NAME: Terry Gibson
DESCRIPTION: He was a 47-year-old male
from Seaford, a professional diver. Gibson
was part-owner of the Southern
Diving Centre at Christies Beach, and,
according to his family, he lived for diving
and cycling. He had five children ages 15 to
21. He began diving in the UK when he was
22-years-old and dived regularly about twice
a week. His three sons, all avid surfers, were
out Sunday morning searching the area
where their father disappeared.
BACKGROUND
ENVIRONMENT: At Marino Rocks the sandy
beaches of the Adelaide plains begin to give
way to the Fleurieu Peninsula. Dunes, cliffs,
reefs, and beaches nestled between rocky
points define the landscape.

Marino Rocks, Brighton & Glenelg in the distance

NARRATIVE: On Friday Gibson had gone
on one of his regular “working dives'' to collect scallops. “He preferred to dive alone
because with other people around he was always worried about what they would do,” said
his wife. Early Friday night Gibson’s boat was found 600 metres offshore, approximately two
kilometres south of the Seacliff Yacht Club. About 10.15 p.m. police divers found a face
mask and three bags of scallops.
On Saturday, a search by water police, Star force divers, the Sea Rescue Squadron and
helicopters found a diver's air tank, a diving boot, a buoyancy vest and a locked diver's
weight belt. The vest and belt had damage consistent with that caused in known shark
attacks.
INJURY: Presumed fatal. Police called off the search on September 22.
SPECIES: The attack was thought to involve a white shark. A three-metre white shark had
been sighted several times in the area during the week by fishermen.
SOURCES: The Advertiser, Monday September 21, 1987, page 1; The Canberra Times,
September 21, 1987, page 7; Sun, September 21, 1987, page 7, September 23, 1987, page
21; and September 25, 1987, page 23.
CASE INVESTIGATOR: Phil Kemp, GSAF
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