
ACTIVITY: Surfing 
CASE: GSAF 1987.07.21 
DATE: Tuesday July 21, 1987 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the 
Atlantic Ocean near Ponce Inlet, New 
Smyrna Beach, Volusia County, Florida, 
USA.      
29.1°N, 81.0°W  
 
NAME: Egor Emery 
DESCRIPTION: The surfer is a 27-year-old 
male from Mount Dora. He has been surfing 
since 1971. 
 
BACKGROUND 
MOON PHASE: Waning Crescent, 16% of 
the Moon’s visible disk was illuminated.   
New Moon, July 25, 1987 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 25 yards 
DEPTH: Waist-deep 
TIME: 09h15 
 
NARRATIVE: Egor Emery rode a wave to 
shore and then jumped off his surfboard 
onto a shark. He did not see the shark until 
it bit his foot. “I came to the end of a wave and fell down. I put one foot on the ground and 
one on him. The sharks are always there, but I didn’t know one was right there. I tried to pull 
my foot up, and the shark clenched down tighter,” he said. The shark thrashed around, 
ripping tissue of the surfer’s foot and ankle, before it released him. The surfer climbed back 
on his board and paddled to shore. 
 
INJURY: Lacerations to right ankle and heel. There was no muscle or tendon damage. 
 
FIRST AID / TREATMENT: Julianne Cody, a friend of the surfer, asked some people to flag 
down a police car. Then she returned to Emery and applied pressure to his ankle to slow 
the bleeding. Lifeguards wrapped the wound and the surfer was transport by ambulance to 
Fish Memorial Hospital in New Smyrna Beach where his wound was repaired with 57 
stitches. 
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: Not identified. According to Emery, the shark was three to four feet 
in length. Lifeguard Joe Wooden said it is not unusual to see sharks off the coast when the 
ocean is warm and they move closer to shore looking for baitfish to eat. He said lifeguards 
have ordered swimmers out of the water as many as five to 10 times a day until the sharks 
swim away. The bites are usually minor, said Wooden. The shark usually lets go and swims 
off when it doesn’t taste fish. 
 
SOURCES: Pat LaMee and Carolyn Cox, Orlando Sentinel, July 22, 1987, page D.1; Miami 
Herald, July 23, 1987; Syracuse Herald Journal, July 22, 1987, page 56 
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