
ACTIVITY: Spearfishing 
CASE: GSAF 1986.12.31 / SA-354 
DATE:  Wednesday December 31, 1986  
LOCATION: The incident occurred in the Indian 
Ocean on Five Mile Bank at Struisbaai, seven 
kilometres from Cape Agulhas, Western Cape 
Province, South Africa.  
34°49'S, 20°03'E 
 
NAME:  Pierre de Wet 
DESCRIPTION:  The diver, an extremely fit white 
male, was a soldier from a reconnaissance 
battalion. He was wearing a black neoprene full 
wetsuit, yellow face mask, long green-bladed 
swim fins, weight-belt and carried a long-
barrelled blue speargun and reel. He had no 
injuries before entering the sea. 
BOAT:  The support boat was a 5,5-metre black-
hulled catamaran. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER:  The Cape Agulhas meteorological 
station recorded temperatures from 17° to 25°C 
and no rain.  At 08h00 there was 1/8 cloud cover 
and a light five-knot south-easterly breeze. At 
14h00 the sky was cloudless and there was still a 
light five-knot south-easterly breeze. 
MOON PHASE: New Moon, December 31, 1986 
SEA CONDITIONS: The water was clear with at least 18 metres visibility. A moderate 
south-easterly current was flowing and water temperature was about 20ºC. The incident 
occurred two hours before high tide. 
ENVIRONMENT:  The divers were on a wreck that, in addition to the species of fish usually 
found there, was surrounded by shoals of galjoen.  A shoal of yellowtail was passing 
through the area. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE:  Seven kilometres (three nautical miles) 
DISTANCE FROM BOAT:  Six metres 
DEPTH:  15 to 18 metres 
TIME:  14h00 
 
NARRATIVE:   Five divers, including Erik Lombard, Pierre de Wet, Jimmy Ebert and Koos 
Botha, had been in the water for about two hours and were shooting yellowtail. Two 
raggedtooth sharks remained nearby the entire time. “They were quite aggressive right from 
the start”, said Lombard, “they kept chasing fish that had been shot by the divers but never 
succeeded in stealing anyone's catch.” 
 
Then Ebert shot a yellowtail and his line went slack as one of the sharks chased the fish to 
the surface between Ebert and De Wet. At that moment the boat came alongside Ebert and 
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Pierre deWet with the raggedtooth shark 
that nipped him. 



he climbed on board. The shark briefly submerged then came up again under De Wet. “The 
shark knocked him straight up into the air, or so it seemed,” said Lombard. The divers 
described the shark's behaviour as frenzied:  the shark bit De Wet's leg, it bit his rubbers, it 
bit his speargun reel. De Wet kept hitting the shark with his gun until he was pulled on board 
the boat. Lombard, who jumped into the water to assist De Wet, saw the shark go after 
Botha and then, when the shark turned and charged him, Lombard shot it. 
 
INJURY:  De Wet sustained two puncture wounds in his leg and his wetsuit was torn. 
 
FIRST AID:  Unknown. It took the divers two hours to reach shore and another 30 minutes 
to reach the doctor in Bredasdorp. 
 
TREATMENT:  Unknown 
 
SPECIES INVOLVED:  The incident involved a raggedtooth shark, about 2,5 metres in 
length. The divers observed that the snout of the shark was badly scarred. 
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