
ACTIVITY: Spearfishing 
CASE: GSAF 1986.02.06 / SA-341 
DATE: Thursday February 6, 1986 
LOCATION: The incident took 
place in the Indian Ocean at Saxon 
Reef, a large reef with a pinnacle 
on which the sea breaks at high 
tide. Saxon Reef is south-east of 
Arniston Point, and Arniston is 35 
kilometres from Cape Agulhas in 
the Western Cape Province, South 
Africa.   
34°37,6'S, 20°21'E 
 
NAME: Michael V. Taljaard 
DESCRIPTION: The diver, a 29-year-old male, is 1,93 metres tall and weighs 90 kilograms. 
He was clad in a dark-blue double-nylon five-millimetre full wetsuit which included longjohns 
and long-sleeved jacket. He also wore a mask, snorkel, swim fins and weight-belt. The barrel 
of his speargun was wrapped with black tape. The diver had no injuries before entering the 
sea. 
BOAT: The support vessel was a black Bombard inflatable boat. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: The sky was sunny and it was a warm day according to the diver. The Cape 
Agulhas meteorological station recorded temperatures from 18º to 22ºC, and no rain. At 
08h00 the sky was completely overcast and a moderate 12-knot east-north-easterly breeze 
was recorded. By 14h00 the sky was clear and there was a light six-knot easterly breeze. 
MOON PHASE: New Moon, February 9, 1986 
SEA CONDITIONS: The water was a brownish color with four-metre visibility due to 
suspension, and there was no current. Sea temperature was about 17ºC, and mean high tide 
was at 14h03. 
ENVIRONMENT: “The water was full of life”, remembers Taljaard, “there were about a 
hundred dolphins chasing shoals of small mackerel.” 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: Less than 120 metres. 
DISTANCE FROM BOAT: Unknown 
DEPTH: Nine metres 
TIME: 13h30 
 
NARRATIVE: Michael Taljaard and his dive buddy, Daugh Calitz, had been diving for about 
two hours while a third man remained on the surface in the boat. Taljaard had shot three fish 
(a black parrotfish, red stumpnose, and red Roman, Chrysoblephus laticeps) and placed 
them on his stringer when he saw the shark.  
 
The shark approached Taljaard swimming in a north-to-south direction, parallel to the reef. 
Taljaard dived down and had reached a depth of 4,5 metres when the shark came at him 
from behind, grabbed his shoulder, and pushed him forward and down through the water. “It 
held me so powerfully that I could not move”, said Taljaard. The shark shook the diver, then 
released him; it made no attempt to take the fish that he had just placed on his stringer 
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moments earlier. 
INJURY: Due in part to the extreme thickness of his wetsuit, 
the diver sustained only two small lacerations to his upper 
arm. 
 
EQUIPMENT DAMAGE: His wetsuit was double nylon and 
there was virtually no damage done to it by the shark. 
 
FIRST AID / TREATMENT: The diver received no 
professional medical treatment; he simply cleansed the wound 
with merthiolate when he reached home. 
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: Taljaard estimated that the shark was 
between two and three metres in length. He saw only the tail 
of the shark as it swam off and was unable to make a positive 
identification of the species involved, however, the nature of 
the wounds suggest that the injury may have been caused by 
a raggedtooth shark. 
 
COMMENT: There are large raggedtooth sharks in the area 
and divers have reported that they have bumped 
spearfishermen. Taljaard reports from his experience that this 
species is not usually aggressive and he subsequently dived 
more than a dozen times in the same area and had no 
problem with sharks. He concluded that his incident was a 
freak encounter. 
 
CASE INVESTIGATOR: Marie Levine 
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