
ACTIVITY: Surfing 
CASE: GSAF 1986.00.00 
DATE: October or early November 1986 
LOCATION: The incident took place at Linda 
Mar Beach (Pacifica mid to north beach),  
Pedro Point, San Mateo County, California, 
USA. 
 
NAME: Max Lagao 
DESCRIPTION: A 16-year-old male from Los Angeles. He was 
5'4" tall, weighed 140 pounds, has brown skin and was clad in 
a black wetsuit. Today (2005) he works as a financial 
consultant.  
SURFBOARD: The board was a white thruster (three fins) with 
swash tail (square with rounded edges). It was 6'2" in length,  
about 19" wide and about 2.5" thick. On the bottom of the 
board “26er” was airbrushed in blue 12" letters.  
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: It was an overcast day, no wind, and the air 
temperature was about 63ºF. 
SEA CONDITIONS: The sea was calm and clear, and the 
water temperature was about 54Fº. 
ENVIRONMENT: The incident took place over a sandy bottom. 
There were no kelp beds or marine mammals in the area, and 
no unusual fish or bird activity was observed. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 150 yards 
DEPTH OF WATER AT INCIDENT SITE: Eight feet 
TIME: 13h00 
 
NARRATIVE: Max Lagao describes the incident: “I had been 
in the water for about 20 minutes and rode about four waves 
that were small, only two to three feet. There was only one 
other guy out about 50 yards south of me. That day I had 
forgotten my left booty at home. As I sat on my board facing 
the horizon I felt something bump my bare left foot. It wasn't a 
hard bump; it was more like a soft push. My first thought was, 
‘What the hell was that?’ I looked down over my left shoulder 
and saw nothing. As I looked back toward the horizon I could 
see a five-foot grey shark just below the surface very slowly swimming toward the horizon. I 
remember seeing a smaller skinny fish about two-feet-long trail just to the left and below the 
shark. I turned, paddled, and caught some white wash into the beach. I wouldn't classify this 
as an attack and there were no other witnesses. I can say that it was physical contact with a 
shark that seemed to be checking me out with a little sniff test. Needless to say I was 
terrified. I never reported the incident until today. That was 18 years ago and I still can vividly 
remember the incident.”  
 
INJURY: Bumped, but no injury 
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Pacifica Municipal Pier 



SPECIES INVOLVED: The surfer described the shark as grey-colored and five feet in 
length. “I saw it's left side as it swam away from me just under the surface, and its left 
pectoral fin was maybe a foot long.  It was difficult to see the dorsal fin but I would estimate 
it to be about a foot tall. Not sure about the width of the shark. It was lighter in color, like a 
metallic, not dark.” 
 
CASE INVESTIGATOR: Ralph Collier 
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