
ACTIVITY: Body-boarding 
CASE: GSAF 1985.10.24 / SA-338 
DATE: Thursday 24 October 1985 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the Indian 
Ocean at Eastern Beach, East London, Eastern Cape 
Province, South Africa.   
33°2'S, 27°53'E  
 
NAME: Patrick Gee 
DESCRIPTION: The body-boarder, a 22-year-old male, 
is 1,9 metres tall and weighs 78 kilograms. He was clad 
in a full wetsuit: dark blue pants and a long-sleeved light-blue jacket. He wore no jewelry, 
boots or socks but used a pair of bright yellow and black Churchill swim fins and wore a 
pinkish-red leash. A cut on his chin required four sutures a few days earlier; however the 
wound was not bleeding when the incident took place. 
BODY-BOARD: The board was white with two blue fins. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: The sky was clear and a light south-southwesterly (offshore) wind was blowing. 
SEA CONDITIONS: The sea was glassy with a 1,5-metre orderly swell. Water visibility was 
about four metres which is clear for East London. Sea temperature was 17ºC, and low tide 
was at 07h06. The incident occurred on a sandbank along the edge of a gully.  
MOON PHASE: Waxing Gibbous with 84% of the Moon illuminated. First Quarter Moon on 
October 20, 1985.   
ENVIRONMENT: Eastern Beach, a white sandy beach backed by huge forested dunes, is a 
popular surfing spot. The East London Aquarium is located midway between Eastern and 
Orient beaches, and the northern sector of the beach is separated from Nahoon Point by a 
weathered forested rock jutting out into the surf: Bats Cave. The municipality discharges 
combined domestic and industrial effluent into the sea at the Bats Cave outfalls, but no 
floating debris was evident at the time of the incident. No unusual fish activity was observed 
and no dolphins were seen. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 75 metres 
DEPTH: Three metres 
TIME: 08h00 
 
NARRATIVE: Patrick Gee and Michael Knott had been riding body-boards since 06h30 and 
Knott was on his way back to the beach. Gee was facing seaward, waiting for a final wave. 
He was directly opposite the Lifesavers' Stand and floating above a gully. The shark 
approached from behind and hit his board, flinging him into the water. Then the shark 
seized his left leg and shook him. He was “bobbed like a cork” but was not pulled under the 
water. Gee fought back; he kicked out and punched the shark repeatedly until it released 
him. 
 
The force of the strike severed the surfboard leash and Gee became separated from his 
board. Aware that a wave was building, he took two strokes, caught the wave and body-
surfed. He rode the wave for 40 metres until it faded out over a deep gully, then he rolled 
onto his back and swam backstroke towards shore. He was 10 to 20 metres from the beach 
when the shark bit his right calf, tearing his wetsuit and lacerating tissue. “This was the 
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worst part of the attack because just when I thought I had made it the shark came back; I 
was just a few metres from the beach and thought I was free”, said Gee. 
 
Meanwhile a passer-by, Lance Joynt, who had been 80 or 90 metres away when the 
incident occurred, realized what had happened and called out to Knott who had just 
reached the beach. Knott paddled out on his body-board and, with help from Joynt, assisted 
the Gee to the beach. 
 
INJURY: Gee sustained deep lacerations in his left leg and 
three superficial lacerations to his right leg.  
 
DAMAGE TO BOARD: The shark punched a hole about five 
centimetres deep and 12 centimetres wide in the board. 
 
FIRST AID: Lifesavers were not yet on duty and thus no 
attempt was made to stabilize Gee on the beach. “But it was 
not a panic situation”, says Gee, “they were very organized.” 
Joynt and Knott did not attempt to remove Gee’s wetsuit; 
they carried him to the car park, took his flipper off, laid him 
in the back of a private car and took him to Frere Hospital. 
Gee said that he arrived at the hospital about ten minutes 
after the incident. 
 
TREATMENT: Gee was initially treated in Casualty by Dr 
Bussey, a former lifesaver. His injuries were surgically repaired by Dr Keith Watt. He 
remained in Frere Hospital for four weeks and underwent additional surgery in December 
1985.  
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: Two tooth fragments, initially seen on x-ray, were removed from the 
wound by Dr Watt. These fragments indicated that the incident involved a white shark, 
Carcharodon carcharias, approximately 2,5 metres in length. 
 
COMMENT: Immediately after the incident bathing was banned by O. Branfield, but the 
East London City Council, fearing that more sharks would be drawn into the area, instructed 
beach officials that they were to set no traps for the shark. Nevertheless, fishermen set 
traps in the early afternoon, but just two hours later strong currents and gale-force 
southwesterly winds necessitated their removal. Next day local fishermen chummed for the 
shark without success. 
 
CASE INVESTIGATOR: Marie Levine 
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