
ACTIVITY: Hookah diving  
CASE: GSAF 1985.10.22 
DATE: Tuesday 28 September 1985 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the Pacific 
Ocean off Point Conception, Santa Barbara County, 
California, USA.    
34º27'N, 120º24.5'W 
 
NAME: Gary Johnson 
DESCRIPTION: He is a 46-year-old male, a 
commercial abalone diver. He was wearing a black 
wetsuite, hood, mask, weight belt, boots, and using 
hookah gear. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: The sky was clear. 
MOON PHASE: Waxing Gibbous, 67% of the Moon’s 
visible disk was illuminated. Full Moon, October 28, 
1985 
SEA CONDITIONS: The sea was calm and underwater visibility was in excess of eight 
metres. 
ENVIRONMENT: The diver was 15 to 20 metres from a small kelp bed, and the seabed was 
composed of rocks of varying sizes. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 0.5 kilometres, and one kilometre east of Point Conception. 
DEPTH OF WATER: 24 feet, but the diver was about 15 feet below the surface when the 
sea floor when the incident took place. 
TIME: 16h00 
 
NARRATIVE: Gary Johnson had been collecting abalone and sea urchins for about five 
hours, with five or six rest periods of 10 to 20 minutes scattered throughout his dives.  He 
reported, “The shark hit my left foot and ankle, sawing through the fin, boot and wetsuit, 
barely scratching the skin on the top of my foot. I pulled my foot up, turning it about 90 
degrees. The shark’s pectoral fins were perpendicular to the bottom, so I could punch the 
shark. It hit it twice near the eye with my left hand, which was holding my abalone iron. 
There were a lot of bubbles and it was difficult to plainly see anything. It let go, and for a 
moment was suspended very close to me, so I pushed it away with my right hand. It swam 
off leisurely. I didn’t see the shark before the attack or after I pushed it away.” 
 
INJURY:  ohnson’s injury was minor and did not require special medical attention. 
 
SPECIES: Johnson described the shark as being “seven to eight feet [approximately 2 to 
2.5 m] in length, dark gray on top, white bottom, small spots all over and possibly having six 
or seven gill slits.” If Johnson is correct, it suggests this incident involved either a sixgill 
shark or sevengill shark. 
 
NOTE: This was Gary Johnson’s second run-in with shark at Point Conception; on 19 July 
1975 his swim fin was bitten by a white shark at Point Conception. 
 
CASE INVESTIGATOR: Ralph Collier 
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