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ACTIVITY: Scuba diving 

CASE: GSAF 1985.09.08.a  

DATE: Sunday September 8, 
1985 
LOCATION: The accident took 
place in the Atlantic Ocean off 
Palm Beach, Florida, USA. 
 
NAME: Morris M. Vorenberg 
DESCRIPTION: He was clad in 
a black wetsuit (full), fins, 
mask, and scuba gear. 
 
BACKGROUND 

WEATHER: It was a bright 
sunny day. The air temperature 
was 92ºF. 
MOON PHASE: Third Quarter, 
September 7, 1985 
SEA CONDITIONS: The sea 
surface temperature was 84ºF and the water was clear. Seas were three to four feet. 
ENVIRONMENT: Bait fish were in the water 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: Approximately 2.5 miles 
DEPTH OF WATER: 70 feet 
TIME: 15h00 
 
NARRATIVE: Morris Vorenberg was photographing sharks using bait and/or lures. Four 
others were three to eight feet from him: Electa Pace, Virginia Skocik, Franklin March and 
Barry Balden, all from the Rosensteil School of Marine Sciences in Miami. 
 
“At approximately 40 feet from the water’s surface in about 70 feet (total depth) of water, 
four associates and myself, all in full scuba gear, were photographing a moderate-sized 
school consisting of 20 to 25 silky sharks, Carcarhinus falciformis, ranging in length from 
about six to seven feet using powerful high-intensity hand-held lights, still and video 
cameras. The sharks were not in a feeding frenzy nor did they appear to be aggressive or 
excited. The water was clear with excellent visibility, little or no current or agitation, surface 
conditions 3' to 4' seas, bright sunlight. I was on the fringe of the main group holding one 
light. Eight to nine feet separated each individual diver. A shark cage with a supply of ‘bait’ 
consisting of assorted dead fish packed in a mesh bags was about 20 feet above us and 
about 10 feet away horizontally. Although I had been handling the bait I did not have any 
with me at the time of the incident and I would think that the water had ‘washed’ any 
remnants away. I carried a 6-foot bangstick tethered to my right wrist.  
 
“I was trying to adjust my light from a narrow angle flood to a concentrated spotlight in order 
to better illuminate a single individual in the school when I noticed a lone shark approach 
from my left rear about four or five feet away from my ankle (left). I was not in position to 
utilize the bang stick in an effort to fend off the shark.  



“When the shark got too close to my ankle I reached down to push it away with my left 
hand. Altho unclear, the injury suggests that I pushed at the shark’s snout just as it opened 
its mouth. Realizing what had happened I quickly pulled my hand back. The shark then 
swam away. (I did not watch to see to see where it went.) 
 
“Apparently the shark did not close its mouth as evidenced by the complete lack of injury to 
the dorsal surface of the hand and only 4 small (incidental) puncture wounds associated 
with the palmar laceration.  
 
“I immediately motioned to my companions and we all made our way to the water’s surface 
as quickly as possible. Altho there was moderate bleeding from the injury the sharks did not 
exhibit any behavioral change and none followed me/us to the surface.” 
 
INJURY: Laceration and four small puncture wounds to the hand. 
 

FIRST AID / TREATMENT: “Pressure bandages were applied to the laceration and I was 
transported directly to the hospital by boat, pulling up to the seawall in front of the hospital 
and walking across the street to the Emergency Room where I received immediate first aid 
treatment. Surgical repair was accomplished the following day—postponement was due to 
excessive swelling. Extract of medical record is attached hereto.” 
 
SPECIES: The incident involved a 1.8 m [6'] silky shark, C. falciformis  

 

COMMENT: “I feel this should be considered an incident (with personal injury incidental) 
rather than attack. I just put my hand in the wrong place at the wrong time. There was no 
evidence of aggressive behavior and the shark made no attempt to bite or follow through 
with any further action. (It was probably as surprised as I was at what happened. I do not 
think I would even classify it as a provoked incident but would prefer to call it a stupid 
mistake (on my part).” 
 
“Classification: Doubtful incident resulting in personal injury — shark involvement: yes.” 
 

CASE INVESTIGATOR: Morris M. Vorenberg 
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