
ACTIVITY: Surfing 
CASE: GSAF 1984.11.11 
DATE: Sunday November 11, 1984 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the Atlantic Ocean at Jupiter Island Beach, just 
south of Peck’s Lake, Martin County, Florida, USA. 
 
NAME: Cooper Stetson 
DESCRIPTION: He is a 13-year-old male from Stuart. 
 
BACKGROUND 
SEA CONDITIONS: The water was clear, almost glassy calm, except for a rolling ground 
swell. No baitfish were seen in the area. 
ENVIRONMENT: During the previous two months, the number of shark sightings off the 
Treasure Coast and Palm Beach County has increased, said Marion Hedgepeth, a biologist 
with the Florida Department of Natural Resources. The reason, she said, is that sharks are 
migrating from chillier northern waters. Next spring, sharks will be schooling and moving 
north again, she said. 
 

Salerno fisherman Francis Stiller fished commercially for sharks during the late 1940s and 
1950s for the Port Salerno Shark Plant. The plant closed when cheap chemical substitutes 
replaced vitamin-rich shark oils and livers. During the winter, said Stiller, sharks concentrate 
between Stuart and Jupiter and along the reef near Peck's Lake, where "there is plenty of 
bait for the taking." Lemon sharks, blacktips and sandsharks are the most common around 
Peck's Lake and the Kingfish Hole, he said. While the blacktip is one of the fastest and the 
lemon shark is the smartest, Stiller says the hammerhead is one of the most dangerous 
sharks because of its stubbornness and greed. “He's not a smart shark, but it's his instinct, 
pure greed, that provokes him to attack. I've seen times when you'd try everything possible 
to get rid him, but a hammerhead will hang around, circling, until he gets what he's hunting 
for.” 
TIME: Afternoon 
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Jupiter Island Beach 



NARRATIVE: Cooper was surfing as his parents and older brother watched from the 
beach. He had rode a wave in and was paddling back out when a shark grabbed his foot, 
then let go. 
 
INJURY: The boy sustained a “jagged, mouth-shaped wound on his left foot.” 
 
FIRST AID: His family had a boat offshore and rushed him to the dock at Martin Memorial 
Hospital. 
 
TREATMENT: Dr. John Koors treated him by irrigating the wound and closing it with 35 
stitches 
 
SPECIES: It was thought that the incident involved a 1.2-metre [four-foot] shark. 
 
SOURCE: Miami Herald, November 18, 1984 
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