
ACTIVITY: Wading 
CASE: GSAF 1984.10.17 
DATE: Wednesday October 17, 
1984 
LOCATION: The incident took 
place in the Atlantic Ocean at 
Oceanfront Park, the public beach 
in Boynton Beach, Palm Beach 
County, Florida, USA. 
 
NAME: Mary Dunn 
DESCRIPTION: She is a 77-year-
old female from Boynton Beach. 
 
BACKGROUND 
SEA CONDITIONS: The water was murky. 
DEPTH OF WATER: Knee-deep 
TIME: 12h05 
 
NARRATIVE: Mary Dunn was wading near her daughter Marie Morton when she was 
injured. “I didn’t even know the thing bit me, to tell you the truth,” Dunn said. 
 
INJURY: She sustained a ten-inch, one-inch-deep laceration to her left leg. 
 
FIRST AID: Beach supervisor George Evans said he and lifeguard Peter Berson pulled 
Dunn from the water, sat her in a chair on the beach, bandaged her leg and called for an 
ambulance.  
 
TREATMENT: She was transported to Memorial Hospital in Boynton Beach where she 
underwent emergency surgery was needed to repair the injury. 
 
SPECIES INVOLVED:  Unknown. Officials closed the beach, but thought the injury may 
have been caused by a barracuda or driftwood rather than a shark. 
 
SOURCE:  Miami Herald, October 18, 1984 
 
 

© Global Shark Accident File, 1984. All rights reserved. This report may not be abridged or 
reproduced in any form without written permission of the Global Shark Accident File. 



The Miami Herald (FL)  
October 18, 1984  
Section: PLM BCH  
Edition: PLM BCH  
Page: 1PB  

WOMAN INJURED IN OCEAN  
MIKE WILSON Herald Staff Writer  

 
An elderly Boynton Beach woman underwent emergency surgery Wednesday and officials closed 
the city's public beach after something -- possibly a barracuda or a shark -- opened a 10-inch gash 
in the woman's left leg as she waded in knee-deep water. Mary Dunn, 77, was listed in satisfactory 
condition after the 12:05 p.m. incident. The last reported fish bite in Boynton Beach was six years 
ago. 
 
"I didn't even know the thing bit me, to tell you the truth," Dunn said from her bed in Bethesda 
Memorial Hospital in Boynton Beach. One doctor told her a barracuda attacked her, she said. 
Dunn, of 2870 S. Federal Highway, was bathing in the murky water in Oceanfront Park, Boynton 
Beach's public beach, when she fell over and screamed, her daughter, Marie Morton, said. 
"She said, 'Oh, my leg,' " said Morton, who was wading near her mother. "She thought the 
roughness of the wave had pounded into her leg." 
 
Beach supervisor George Evans said he and lifeguard Peter Berson pulled Dunn from the water 
and sat her in a chair on the beach. "We're talking about a 10-inch gash in her leg," he said. "It 
was bleeding pretty bad." 
 
Evans and Berson bandaged the woman's leg and called an ambulance. "We never saw any kind 
of fish, but we couldn't take a chance," he said. He said two Boynton Beach residents were slightly 
injured when they were attacked by fish in the same water in 1978. 
 
Evans closed the beach for the rest of the afternoon. It will be open today. 
 
Dunn's wound was an inch deep, said Dr. Richard Vollrath, director of Bethesda's emergency 
department. Vollrath said he has treated shark bites before, but said he doesn't know whether a 
shark bit Dunn. 
 
"It could have been a shark, it could have been a barracuda, it could have been a piece of 
driftwood," he said. "There was nothing descriptive about this." 
 
Craig Smith, curator of marine mammals at Ocean World in Fort Lauderdale, said it is "possible, 
but not real probable" that a barracuda bit Dunn. He said barracudas rarely bite anything larger 
than themselves. 
 
Dunn, who has lived in Boynton Beach for three years, said she didn't know how long she would 
be kept in the hospital. She apparently was unfazed about the attack Wednesday night. 
"It happened. I don't know what else to tell you," she said. 
 
Herald Staff Writer Lisa Getter contributed to this report. 
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