
ACTIVITY: Free diving 
CASE: GSAF 1984.09.30.a 
DATE: Sunday 30 September 1984 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the Pacific 
Ocean at Bird Rock / Tomales Point, Marin County, 
California, USA.    
38º13.8’N, 122º59.7'W 
 
NAME: Paul Parsons 
DESCRIPTION: He was a 33-year-old male from 
Pioneer in Amador County. 
SUPPORT BOAT: An inflatable Zodiac 
 
BACKGROUND 
MOON PHASE: Waxing Crescent, 35% of the 
moon’s visible disk was illuminated. Full Moon on 
10 October 1984. 
ENVIRONMENT: “It was deep open water with little 
or no vegetation on the bottom,” said Parsons. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 150 metres northwest 
of Bird Rock and a kilometer south of Tomales Point. 
DEPTH OF WATER: Five fathoms 
TIME: 10h00 
 
NARRATIVE: Paul Parsons and Mike Eccles had gathered their legal limit of abalone and 
moved to this location “to scout its potential” while Parson’s wife and brother Keith remained 
in the boat. 
 

Parsons made an exploratory dive to the bottom, but surfaced almost immediately. He 
recalled, “I felt uncomfortable with the area,” he said. He called for his boat, which was now 
75 to 100 metres away from his location, picking up two unidentified divers. He was very 
uneasy and decided it would be better to dive than to stay at the surface. “I made another 
dive, reached the bottom, looked around for a few seconds, then started for the surface,” 
said the diver. 
 
“I was one to two metres from the surface when I was struck from behind,” said Parsons. He   
saw the shark’s eye to his right and attempted to hit it with his abalone iron. The shark 
violently shook the diver back and forth for several seconds before releasing him. The diver 
surfaced and began yelling, “Shark! Shark!” as he swam toward his boat.  
 
INJURY:  Physicians reported treating “numerous slash knife-like wounds to the lower back, 
buttocks, and upper legs. Several individual wounds were more than 50 mm deep and twice 
that in length.” 
 
FIRST AID: Once Parsons was on board the boat, his wife, Peggy, a registered trauma 
nurse, applied pressure to the wound to stop the loss of blood. It took about 20 minutes to 
reach Lawson’s Landing inside Tomales Bay, and another 20 minutes for a rescue 
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helicopter to transport the injured diver to Sonoma Valley Hospital in Santa Rosa. 
 
TREATMENT: Parsons remained in the hospital’s intensive care unit overnight for 
observation. He spent an additional four days in the hospital before he was released. 
 
SPECIES: Lea and Miller believed that this incident involved a white shark, three to four 
metres in length. 
 
NOTE: This was the seventh white shark incident involving a diver at this recurring location. 
 
SOURCE: Ralph Collier (2003), pages 93-94 
 
CASE INVESTIGATOR: Ralph Collier 
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