
ACTIVITY: Spearfishing on Scuba 
CASE: GSAF 1983.12.30 
DATE: Friday December 30, 1983 
LOCATION: The incident took place 
in the Gulf of Corinth at Andikira, 10 
miles south of the ancient oracle site 
at Delphi, Greece. 
 
NAME: Ioannis Chrysafis 
DESCRIPTION: He was a 36-year-
old male, a builder. 
 
BACKGROUND 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 190 
yards 
DEPTH OF WATER: 60 feet 
 
NARRATIVE: The local press 
reported: “He was killed by a shark 
while he was fishing with 45-year-old 
H. Skiadas and 29-year-old A. Pittas in the sea, near the village of Antikyra in Fokida. The 
three friends were fishing illegally in a depth of 20 meters using oxygen tanks, diving suits and 
R"D@vJ@bng6". At 2:30 am. A shark allegedly bit the leg of Chrysafis, who died at the spot. 
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Skiadas and Pittas carried their dead friend in the police station 
of Anthoupolis, Attica, in the early morning.” 
 
INJURY: Fatal. He died of blood loss. One report says he died 
as he was being taken by a car to a hospital, another claims he 
died in the water, and still another says he died minutes after 
being taken onboard the boat.   
 
SPECIES: The incident is said to have involved a tiger shark, 
but according to the post-mortem report his injury was caused 
by a boat propeller. 
 
SOURCES: The Gadsden Times, Sunday January 1, 1984, 
page A12; Miami Herald, January 4, 1984, page 11A; Manolis 
Bardanis.  
 
NOTE: The case went to the criminal court of Amfissa. There, 
Christophoros Skiadas and Apostolos Pittas said that Giannis 
Chrysafis had six to seven black fish (groupers) hanging from 
his belt and while they were decompressing at a depth of 25 
meters, they were attacked by a shark which bit Chrysafis’ leg. 
He died within five minutes. On December 30, 1983, Mr. 
Xaralampos Stamoulis performed a post-mortem and wrote 
Coronary Report  1180/30-1-1984 which states: “Chrysafis was 
not eaten by a shark. No piece of his body was missing. His leg 
was sliced like a salami. It is a propeller wound. I am absolutely 
sure about this. His wound was dressed after his death.” Since 
the Court of Appeals of Athens took into consideration other 
attestations it convicted Pittas (who was handling the boat) of 
involuntary manslaughter, but Skiadas was acquitted.  
Ref: Court Rule number 7445/23-24.9.1987 


