
ACTIVITY: Swimming 
CASE: GSAF 1983.12.21 / SA-319 
DATE: Wednesday December 21, 1983 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the 
Indian Ocean at Nahoon Beach, five kilometres 
north of East London Harbour, Eastern Cape 
Province, South Africa.  
32°59,4'S, 27°57,1'E 
 
NAME: Jack Heydenrych 
DESCRIPTION: A 47-year-old male, he is 1,9 
metres tall and weighs 85 kilograms.  He was 
wearing a light brown bathing costume but no 
jewelry and had no injuries before the incident. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: The sky was clear with a light easterly breeze, and the temperature was about 
28ºC. The weather, however, was misty. East London meteorological station recorded 
temperatures from 19,5º to 25,6ºC, 1,2 millimetres of rain. At 08h00 there was 3/8 cloud 
cover and no wind. 
SEA CONDITIONS: The sea surface temperature was about 16ºC, cold for East London, 
and the water was calm with small waves breaking on shore. Low tide was at 10h11 and, 
according to Heydenrych, no channel was present. 
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Nahoon Reef 



ENVIRONMENT: No one was fishing nearby, no dolphins or seals were seen and there 
was no unusual bird or fish activity. An attempt was made to fish for the shark that evening 
but only skates were caught. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 10 metres 
DEPTH: One metre 
TIME: 08h15 
 
NARRATIVE: About a hundred people were on the beach and 15 were in the sea. Jack 
Heydenrych and his 10-year-old daughter, Susan, had been in the water for about 30 
minutes. He was body-surfing using a bright silver inner container from a wine casket as a 
float. “We were swimming and jumping over the waves,” said Heydenrych, but he was 
standing in the water facing seaward when the shark approached him head-on and 
bumped his leg. “It felt like someone kicked me on the shin”. He left the water at once. 
 
INJURY: The wound consisted of a series of shallow, closely-spaced, irregular lacerations 
on the shin, none of which required sutures.  
 
FIRST AID / TREATMENT: The lifesaver at Nahoon Beach administered first aid and 
Heydenrych was taken to Frere Hospital by private car arriving there about 30 minutes 
after the incident. 
 
SPECIES: Heydenrych believed that the reflective silver float drew the shark to his vicinity 
and he may be correct. The shark apparently made no attempt to bite him but bumped his 
leg and, in so doing, caused a series of lacerations on his shin. Unlike most other species 
of sharks the teeth of the raggedtooth shark are always exposed, even when the shark is 
not feeding. This, together with the irregular nature of the lacerations tends to further 
incriminate a raggedtooth shark. The closely-spaced teeth marks indicate that a small 
shark less than a metre in length was responsible. 
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