
ACTIVITY: Surfing 
CASE: GSAF 1983.08.20 
DATE: Saturday 20 August 1983 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the Pacific 
Ocean at Kiwanda Beach, between Lincoln City and 
Tillamook in northwestern Oregon, USA.    
45º13.9’N, 123º58.4'W 
 
NAME: Randy Weldon 
SURFBOARD: His surfboard was six feet in length, 
20 inches in width, and was off-white with black and 
purple stripes. 
 
BACKGROUND 
MOON PHASE: Waxing Gibbous, 91% of the 
moon’s visible disk was illuminated. Full Moon on 
23 August 1983. 
SEA CONDITIONS: Underwater visibility was 
“good” two to three fathoms. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 75 yards 
DEPTH OF WATER: Eight to 15 feet 
TIME: 10h00 
 
NARRATIVE: Randy Weldon had been surfing for about two hours. Immediately before the 
incident he had been lying prone on this board and paddling to position himself for an 
oncoming wave. He had just sat upright on his board when he was hit.   
 
Weldon recalled, “I received such a shock, it threw me in the air. I landed and went under 
the water about a foot before surfacing.” The shark released the board after five to 10 
seconds, submerging and swimming off in a southerly direction. Weldon, still attached to his 
board by the leash, remounted his board and headed toward shore as fast as he could 
paddle. Within several seconds of the surfer starting for shore, the shark surfaced three to 
four metres off the starboard side of his board, on a heading that would intercept the board. 
Weldon recalled, “At the last possible second [the shark] went right under my surfboard, and 
that’s the last I saw of it.” 
 
INJURY:   The surfer was not injured. 
DAMAGE TO EQUIPMENT: There were more than 20 tooth impressions on both the upper 
and lower surfaces of the board. The widest dimension of the semi-circular bite measured 
41.3 cm; the depth of bite into the board was 19.5 cm. Distance from the tip of the board to 
the most forward impression was 47 cm 
 
SPECIES: Lea and Miller concluded that the spacing and dimensions of the shark’s tooth 
impressions on the surfboard matched the dentition of a white shark five to six metres in 
length. 
 
SOURCES: Robert N. Lea and Daniel Miller (1985), pages 145-147; Ralph Collier (2003), 
page 91 
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A. Tooth Impressions on upper surface of board.  
B. Tooth impressions on bottom of board.  Photographs by Sid Cook 



Radiograph of damaged section of Randy Weldon’s surfboard. Arrow indicates symphysis 
of upper jaw. Number 1 thru 4 manifest right upper jaw tooth impressions. Lower jaw tooth 
impression also evident by this technique.  
Radiograph by Sid Cook, Barbara Watrous, and Gene Bonham. 
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