
ACTIVITY: Surfing 
CASE: GSAF 1983.05.21 
DATE: May 21, 1983 
LOCATION: Haulover Beach, Dade County, 
Florida, USA. 
 

NAME: Jonathan Popper 
DESCRIPTION: He is a 22-year-old male. 
 

BACKGROUND 
ENVIRONMENT: Authorities though the shark 
may have been attracted to the area by bait 
used at a fishing pier near the beach, and may 
have been in the area for a week. 
TIME: 14h00 
 

NARRATIVE: Popper was getting ready to climb 
onto his surfboard when he felt the shark grab 
his foot. “It felt like big masses of heavy jaws,” 
said Popper. “My first reflex as to get back on 
my board and look at my foot. I didn’t know if it 
was still there.” The surfer rode his board to the beach. 
 

INJURY: The surfer’s right foot was bitten, ripping a nerve and severing tendons. 
 

FIRST AID / TREATMENT: The surfer was taken by jeep to North Miami General Hospital 
for treatment of his injury. 
 

NOTE: The surfer later sued Dade County for negligence, arguing that while lifeguards post 
signs for jellyfish and dangerous undertows, they fail to advise bathers of sharks. Popper 
wanted the county to pay him for 
$5,000 in medical bills, lost time 
at work, and an unspecified 
amount for pain and suffering. It 
took jurors 77 minutes to reject 
the surfer's suit.  
 

SPECIES INVOLVED: Unknown.  
 

SOURCES: Miami Herald, May 
22, 1983 & March 15, 1989; Palm 
Beach Post , March 15, 1989; 
Intelligencer, Wednesday, March 
15, 1989; The Palm Beach Post, 
March 17, 1989, page 16A.  
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