
ACTIVITY: Surf-fishing 
CASE: GSAF 1983.04.12 / SA-314 
DATE: Tuesday April 12, 1983 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the Indian Ocean at Bonza 
Bay, seven kilometres northeast of the harbour entrance at East 
London, Eastern Cape Province, South Africa.   
27°03,5'S, 27°30'E 
 
NAME: Peter Steven Venter 
DESCRIPTION: A 27-year-old male. He was wearing wetsuit short 
pants and leather running shoes. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: A strong easterly wind was blowing. 
Temperatures ranged from 18,5º to 27,7ºC, and no rain fell. At 
08h00 the sky was clear and there was a gentle seven-knot 
northeasterly breeze, at 14h00 there was 1/8 cloud cover and a 
moderate 11-knot east-northeasterly breeze.  
MOON PHASE: New Moon, April 13, 1983. 
SEA CONDITIONS: The swell was small but the water was dirty 
with sediment. Mean low tide occurred at 21h29, and the incident 
took place a day before spring tide. The sea surface temperature 
was about 18ºC. 
ENVIRONMENT: The incident took place along the stretch of 
beach leading off the lagoon at the blind mouth of the Qinira River. 
The beach is a popular swimming, surfing and angling spot. 
DEPTH: One metre 
TIME: 19h30 (Sunset was at 17h41) 
 
NARRATIVE: Venter was surf fishing with a friend, Mr I. Glasgow. 
Venter was standing on a sandbank and as he lifted his leg to 
cast, his heel was bitten. “I felt a stinging sensation in my right foot 
and felt something trying to drag me out to sea,” said Venter. “I 
turned towards the shore and tried to pull my foot free, but the 
shark hung on for a moment”. After a brief tug of war Venter was 
able to liberate his foot from the shark's grip. 
 
INJURY: The running cushioned the bite, but Venter sustained 
three puncture wounds in his foot.  
 
FIRST AID: Venter tied a rag around his foot but the wound was 
untreated until after he drove home. The wound continued to bleed 
and he went to Frere Hospital. 
 
TREATMENT: Venter reached the hospital at 20h30. Dr Smythe 
closed the wound with four sutures. 
 
SPECIES: A tooth fragment was found embedded in the heel of 
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the shoe. The tooth, positively identified by Rob Horn of the East London Aquarium, came 
from a raggedtooth shark about 1,5 metres in length. 
 
SOURCES: Rob Horn, East London Aquarium 
Natal Witness, April 14, 1983  
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Surf fishing at Bonza Bay 


