
ACTIVITY: Surfing 
CASE GSAF 1983.03.22 / SA-311 
DATE: Tuesday March 22, 1983 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the 
Indian Ocean at Nahoon Reef, East London, 
Eastern Cape Province, South Africa. 
 
NAME: Ian Johnson 
SURFBOARD: The surfboard was white with 
red, dark blue, green, orange and red dots, but 
its undersurface had a pattern of black and white 
bands that converged at the nose of the board. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: It was a bright, sunny, cloudless 
day. Temperatures ranged from 13,8ºC to 
24,3ºC and a gentle seven to eight-knot south-
southwesterly breeze was recorded.   
ENVIRONMENT: Nahoon lies on the west bank of the Nahoon River, five kilometres north 
of the entrance to East London Harbour. The most popular beach in East London, Nahoon 
is renowned throughout the South African surfing community for producing some 
spectacular waves and is the venue of many national surfing competitions.  
SEA CONDITIONS: The sea was blue but visibility was no more than two metres. A 1,5-
metre swell was running and the estimated water temperature was 20ºC. 
TIME: 12h30  
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Nahoon Reef 



Undersurface of board: 
Black and white banks 
which converged at the 
nose of the board. 
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NARRATIVE: Johnson was lying on his board and paddling when the shark approached 
from beneath the board and bit it opposite Johnson's left shoulder.  In so doing, the 
shark's head knocked Johnson's left arm up and into the air. The shark thrashed for a 
second or two before letting go, but Johnson remained on his board and caught the next 
wave to the beach. 
  
INJURY: The surfer was not injured. 
 
DAMAGE TO SURFBOARD: The teeth of the shark's upper jaw resulted in scratches 
and dotlike closely-spaced punctures. There were fewer marks on the under-surface of 
the board, but these were deeper and appeared to have been made by slender teeth with 
a flat exterior surface and a convex interior surface; they penetrated the glass fibre to a 
depth of approximately four millimetres. The rail of the board was crushed by the lower 
left corner of the shark's jaw.  The diameter of the bite pattern was about 15 centimetres.  
 
SPECIES: The shark was described by Johnson as a small, light grey, sharp-nosed 
shark.  Judging from the bite pattern, the shark had relatively long, slender teeth which 
tends to incriminate a blackfin shark, or a blacktip shark. A mako shark was excluded for 
two reasons: the mako shark has more robust teeth than the species of shark which bit 
the board and the teeth imprints on the surfboard were too regular and closely spaced to 
have been made by that species. 
 
CASE INVESTIGATOR:  Marie Levine 



Upper surface of board: White with red, 
dark blue, green, orange and red dots 
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