
ACTIVITY: Paddleskiing 
CASE: GSAF 1983.02.20 / SA-310 
DATE:  Sunday 20 February 1983 
LOCATION: The incident took place 
in the Indian Ocean, 125 kilometres 
northeast of Durban at Mtunzini 
Beach, KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa. 
The beach is about four kilometres 
south of the open mouth of the 
Mlalazi River. The beach did not have 
shark nets at the time of the incident.               
28°58'S, 31°46'E 
 

NAME: Peter Swart 
DESCRIPTION: The paddleskier, a 16-year-old white male, was 1,7 metres tall and weighed 
97 kilograms. Blonde-haired and tanned, he wore black baggies with white edging.  It is not 
known if he wore any jewelry or had any injuries before the incident. He was a Standard 
Nine student at Empangeni High School. 
PADDLESKI: The 2,7-metre fibreglass ski was dark yellow with a black trim. 
 

BACKGROUND 
WEATHER:  It was partly cloudy, hot and humid with a moderate southeasterly breeze. At 
14h00 in Durban the temperature was 26,1ºC, humidity was 72% and at noon the barometric 
pressure was 1017,2 millibars. 
MOON PHASE: First Quarter Moon on 20 February 1983 at 19:32 (Universal Time + 2h).  
SEA CONDITIONS: The sea temperature was said to be “warmer than usual” (the Durban 
surf temperature was 24°C) and its colour was “more brown than green” with an estimated 
visibility of two metres. A three- to four-metre swell was running. The incident took place 
seaward of a prominent sandbank, less than two hours before mean low neap tide. 
ENVIRONMENT: No one was fishing at Mtunzini. Next day the first leg of the National Rock 
and Surf Angling Championships was held in northern KwaZulu-Natal and 46 fish were 
landed, including a 42-kilogram honeycomb stingray and many small sandsharks. (For a 
description of the natural environment of the coast at the attack site refer to case GSAF 
1988.02.13)  
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 150 metres 
DEPTH:  Unknown 
TIME: 12h30 
 

NARRATIVE: About 30 bathers were swimming in waist-deep water in the shorebreak and 
three surfers were nearby. Peter Swart had been in the water since 10h00 and was paddling 
seawards when a large wave struck his ski and knocked him into the water. As he was 
remounting his ski, he was bumped, flung over the ski and back into the water. Initially he 
did not realize that a shark was responsible; he remounted his ski and dangled his feet over 
the side to help to regain his balance. Soon he felt a burning pain in his buttocks and noticed 
blood in the seat of his ski. As he turned his ski towards shore, he saw a shark swimming 
around the ski. Swart described the shark as being longer than his ski and dark blue-grey in 
colour. The shark circled the ski twice on the first occasion at a distance of about 20 metres. 
On the second circuit the shark approached so closely that Swart says he could have 
touched it. At that moment he caught a wave to the beach. 
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INJURY: Peter Swart sustained seven small puncture marks on 
his left buttock and two minor lacerations: one at the top of his 
right leg and the other below the right ilium. The bite marks were 
clearly visible in his baggies and his underpants. 
 
DAMAGE TO PADDLESKI: No damage 
 
FIRST AID: Unknown 
 
TREATMENT: A single suture was inserted by Dr du Toit in 
Felixton. An anti-tetanus injection was also administered. 
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: Swart estimated the shark to be about 
three metres in length. He examined a number of sharks at the 
Natal Sharks Board headquarters and said that a Zambesi 
shark resembled very closely the shark that had circled his 
paddleski. The bite marks on the left buttock were made by V-
shaped teeth, which eliminated a tiger shark as the attacker.  
Swart was emphatic that the shark had a “semicircular” snout 
which tends to incriminate a Zambesi shark, a Java shark, or a 
dusky shark. 
 
CASE INVESTIGATORS: Graeme Charter, Beulah Davis, 
Geremy Cliff, Marie Levine  
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Peter Swart and his paddleski 
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