
ACTIVITY: Windsurfing 
CASE: GSAF 1983.01.10 / SA-308 
DATE: Monday January 10, 1983 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the Western Cape 
Province off Sunrise Beach, Muizenberg, False Bay. 
Muizenberg is 106 kilometres from Table Bay.   
34°06,6'S, 18°28,2'E 
 
NAME: Richard Crewe 
DESCRIPTION: He is a 22-year-old male, 1,91 metres tall 
and weighs 79 kilograms. He was clad in a blue and red 
full-length wetsuit but wore no booties. He wore no jewelry 
and had no injuries before the incident. 
WINDSURFER: The 3,65-metre white foam-filled Rocket 
windsurfer had two black skegs on the under-surface. The 
sail, which was in the water when the incident occurred, 
was white with Rocket's green wave logo. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: The sky was sunny and a moderate 15-knot 
southwesterly breeze was blowing, according to Crewe. The 
Cape Point meteorological, located 34 kilometres away, recorded temperatures from 16,3º 
to 22,3ºC and no rain. At 08h00 there was 3/8 cloud cover and a 11-knot north-
northeasterly breeze, at 14h00 there was 7/8 cloud cover and a moderate 15-knot 
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northwesterly breeze.  
MOON PHASE: Waning Crescent, 12% of the Moon was illuminated. New Moon, January 
14, 1983  
SEA CONDITIONS: The water was warm and there was a 1,5-metre swell. It was low tide 
and waves “were breaking a long way out”, said Crewe. 
ENVIRONMENT: No one was fishing, nor were any shoals of fish seen. No dolphins or 
seals were observed by Crewe. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: The incident occurred beyond the breakers, about 200 metres 
from the beach. 
DEPTH: 3,5 metres 
TIME: 18h15 
 
NARRATIVE: No other people were in close proximity to 
Richard Crewe but there was a lone windsurfer 500 metres to 
his left. Crewe had fallen off his windsurfer and was reattaching 
the mast foot, with his left leg dangling in the water, when he 
was bitten. Crewe was facing seaward when the shark bit his 
foot. The shark made a single bite; Crewe felt a tug on his foot 
and the shark let go and swam off. He did not see the shark 
before being bitten and believed the shark approached him 
from behind (shoreward). 
 
INJURY: Crewe sustained three lacerations on the lateral 
aspect of his left foot. 
 
DAMAGE TO WINDSURFER: None 
 
FIRST AID: Lifesavers were engaged in practice when Crewe 
reached the beach. They washed and put a temporary dressing 
on the wound after which Crewe drove to his doctor's office. 
 
TREATMENT: The injury was treated by Crewe's personal 
doctor, Dr Brian Lipschitz, who closed the wound with eight 
stitches and prescribed a course of antibiotics to prevent 
infection. 
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: Not identified. 
 
SOURCE: Crewe family. 
 
CASE INVESTIGATOR: Marie Levine 
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