
ACTIVITY: Surfing 
CASE: GSAF 1982.09.30.b 
DATE: Thursday September 30, 1982  
LOCATION: The incident took place in 
the Indian Ocean at Nahoon Reef, five 
kilometres northeast of the harbour 
entrance at East  
32°59,4'S, 27°57,1'E 
 
NAME: Russell Lindsay 
DESCRIPTION: He was a 16-year-old 
male. 
SURFBOARD: A 1,73-metre Lilekaney 
trifin with a purple under-surface, two 
blue thrusters and a white centre fin.  
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: It was a warm sunny day. 
MOON PHASE: Full Moon, October 3, 
1982 
SEA CONDITIONS: The sea temperature in front of the Aquarium was measured at 17°C, 
but the water was thought to be considerably warmer (estimated 20ºC) over Nahoon Reef 
and underwater visibility was three metres.  
ENVIRONMENT: Nahoon lies on the west bank of the Nahoon River, five kilometres north 
of the entrance to East London Harbour. The most popular beach in East London, Nahoon 
is renowned throughout the South African surfing community for producing some 
spectacular waves and is the venue of many national surfing competitions. At 11h00 a 
surfer gashed his leg on a surfboard skeg, left the water, and went to the hospital to have 
the wound sutured.  It was conjectured that the shark may have been initially attracted to 
the area because of the blood in the water.  
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 45 metres 
TIME: 16h00 
 
NARRATIVE: Russell Lindsay had been surfing at Nahoon for nearly an hour when Howard 
Fawkes' surfboard was bitten, and he continued to surf. At 16h00 he was lying on his board 
and two other surfers were on the “corner” (the inshore reef). Lindsay was facing shore and  
waiting for a wave, when his board was bumped - repeatedly. “Whatever it was, it wanted 
me off my board; there were four or five heavy thumps on the underside of my board as if it 
were being panel-beaten”, said Lindsay. “Fortunately a large outrider reformed and took me 
to shore”.  
 
INJURY: Lindsay was not injured by the shark. 
 
DAMAGE TO SURFBOARD: Although no tooth marks were evident in Lindsay’s surfboard, 
there was a large “pressure ding” on the underside of his  board. 
 
SPECIES: Not identified. 
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