
ACTIVITY: Spearfishing / free diving 
CASE: GSAF 1981.08.24.b 
DATE: Monday August 24, 1981 
LOCATION: The incident took place at the Gulf Island National Seashore Park, Florida, 
USA. 
 
NAME: Ted Best 
DESCRIPTION: A 19-year-old male, a student at an auto mechanics school 
 
BACKGROUND 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 50 yards 
DEPTH OF WATER: 12 feet 
 
NARRATIVE: Best said he was hunting for shells, when he saw two sharks. “They went off 
and I kept an eye on them,” said Best. He surfaced for air and dived again, and, “the next 
thing I knew —- I guess it was a mako — he was right up on me. I hadn’t provoked him. I 
hadn’t shot a fish to make blood or anything. Then, before I knew it, [the shark] was right on 
me. I always carry a speargun and I shot him. I pulled the spear out of him, but before I 
could get it back in the gun, he hit me. When he bit my leg, I didn’t know how bad it was. I 
just remember looking at his eyes. He looked me in the eyes. I’ll never forget that.” Best said 
the shark released his leg and moved away.  
 

Best struck out for shore. He said that one of the sharks followed him for a while and he saw 
“a black form” behind him in about seven feet of water, but then it disappeared. He 
scrambled ashore, breaking his face mask on a piling in the process. 
 
 NJURY: He sustained “about a hundred” puncture wounds in his right leg. 
 
FIRST AID / TREATMENT: Best reached his car and drove  to the ranger’s station about a 
half mile from the beach. Then he was taken to a hospital in Pensacola by helicopter. 
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: According to the diver, the shark was about six feet in length. Best 
thought it might have been a mako shark, but the species identity is questionable. 
 
NOTE: Best said he was hunting for seashells, but it would be difficult to hunt for shells while 
carrying a speargun. It is likely this was a provoked incident. 
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SOURCES: Syracuse Herald-Journal (New York), Tuesday, August 25, 1981 
Alex MacCormick, pages 82-83, citing the New Orleans Times-Picayune of August 25, 1981. 
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