
ACTIVITY: Free diving 
CASE: GSAF 1981.08.07 
DATE: August 7, 1981 
LOCATION: The incident took place at 
Gingerbread Reef on the northern edge of the 
Great Bahama Bank, halfway between the Biminis 
and Grant Bahama Island, Bahamas. 
26°00'N 
 
NAME: Sir Robert Marx 
DESCRIPTION: The diver, a 53-
year-old male, is 6'1" and weighs 
220 pounds. He was wearing a 
bathing suit, white T-shirt, black 
face mask and blue swim fins. 
An experienced diver, he is 
nautical archeologist and author 
o f  numerous  books  on 
shipwrecks.   
SUPPORT BOAT: A 20-foot white-hulled sailing yacht. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: It was a clear, cloudless day and the air temperature was about 85ºF. 
SEA CONDITIONS: The sea was calm and clear with 200-foot underwater visibility. No 
channel was present. 
ENVIRONMENT: Flat, sandy bottom with reefs in the area. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 40 miles 
DISTANCE FROM BOAT: 100 to 150 feet 
DEPTH OF WATER AT INCIDENT SITE: 25 feet 
TIME: 12h00 
 
NARRATIVE: Marx had been in the water for about an hour and was alone in the water.. I 
was on the surface, snorkeling, searching for a shipwreck. I spotted the shark when it was 
about 200 feet away and charging straight at me with great speed. The shark slammed into 
my chest and I lost my mask and snorkel. The shark kept coming back, making fast, tight 
circles and repeatedly attempting to bite me. I don’t know how many times this occurred. 
The shark finally gave up after biting my arm. The shark swam away and I swam to the 
boat.” 
 
INJURY: The diver’s right upper arm was severely bitten. 
 
FIRST AID: On board the boat, Marx used a dive belt (weight belt without weights) to stop 
the bleeding. He was taken to Bimini, arriving there six hours after the incident. 
TREATMENT:  arx was treated by a paramedic at a clinic in Bimini where his wound was 
repaired with 258 stitches and two teeth were recovered. 
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: The incident involved a mako shark about 12 feet in length. Two 
teeth were retrieved from his arm and were subsequently identified by Dr. Eugenie Clark as 
teeth of a mako shark. 
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