
ACTIVITY: Probable drowning and scavenging 
CASE: GSAF 1981.01.01 / SA-291 
DATE: January 1, 1981 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the Indian Ocean at Widenham, a small holiday 
resort 44 kilometres southwest of Durban, KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa. 
 
NAME: Moonsamy Dayalan 
DESCRIPTION: He was a 23-year-old Indian male. 
 
BACKGROUND 
ENVIRONMENT: Widenham is on a sandy bay. It is sheltered on the north and south by 
rocky outcrops, and an abundance of reef lies just offshore. A large river, the Umkomaas, 
empties into the sea 1,2 kilometres north of the bay. Sharks are frequently caught in the 
muddy turbid water of the river mouth and on January 1, 1981 the discoloured water spread 
into Widenham Bay.  
 
NARRATIVE: Moonsamy Dayalan and a friend were swimming in waist-deep water until a 
strong backwash pulled them into deeper water. Dayalan disappeared below the waves 
without a struggle, but his friend was pulled to safety.  
 
No search was made for the young man's body (water visibility was zero), however, there 
was an unconfirmed report that his body was seen two hours later a hundred metres 
offshore. 
 
Next day a section of abdominal wall from an Indian male was found on the beach about 
400 metres from where Dayalan had disappeared. It measured about 15 centimetres and 
included the navel, upper pubic hair region and a small piece of floating rib. The curved 
clean cuts on the tissue were typical of the bites of a small tiger shark of about 1,5 metres 
standard length and this, combined with the turbid water and proximity of the Umkomaas 
River mouth favoured Walter Pople's hypothesis that a tiger shark was involved.  
 
On April 3, a human foot was recovered 60 metres south of Mnini Lagoon by the 
Umkomaas police. The condition of the foot suggested that the toe was pushed into the 
sand under a rock and remained there for some time allowing the hydrogen sulphide 
reaction to mummify the instep and ankle. It was impossible to determine whether the tibia 
was broken off but the calcaneum appeared to have been bitten through. Dr Hendrix 
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examined the foot and concluded that it had been underwater about three months. It is 
possible the foot belonged to Dayalan; the size and shape of the foot were similar to that of 
the missing man. 
 
SPECIES: 1.5 m [5'] tiger shark  
 
SOURCES: W.O. Hutt; Walter Pople, Graeme Charter and Beulah Davis, Natal Sharks 
Board 
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