
ACTIVITY: Surfing 
CASE: GSAF 1980.12.30 / SA-290 
DATE: Tuesday December 30, 1980  
LOCATION: The incident took place in the 
Indian Ocean at Nahoon, East London, 
Eastern Cape Province, South Africa. 
32°59,4'S, 27°57,1'E 
 
NAME: Noel Yates  
DESCRIPTION: A 25-year-old male. 
PADDLESKI: Yates was using 3,3-metre 
custom-built foam-core paddleski; the ski 
was white and had a green stripe extending 
from the nose and running along each side to 
the tail. The single fin was black and the 
paddles were white. 
 
BACKGROUND 
MOON PHASE: Third Quarter, December 29, 1980 
ENVIRONMENT: Nahoon lies on the west bank of the Nahoon River, five kilometres north 
of the entrance to East London Harbour. The most popular beach in East London, Nahoon 
is renowned throughout the South African surfing community for producing some 
spectacular waves and is the venue of many national surfing competitions.  
SEA CONDITIONS: The water was slightly murky, visibility was no more than a metre, and 
effluent (domestic and industrial, including raw sewage) from the Bats Cave Outfalls was 
present on the reef. 
TIME: 17h15 
 
NARRATIVE: Noel Yates had been in the water only a short time; he had ridden a single 
wave and stood in the water beside his ski adjusting his skeg. Then he boarded the ski, 
took four or five strokes, and saw the shark approach from the left and slightly behind. He 
rode the rip current and was 20 metres from the pinnacle at Nahoon Reef, about 50 metres 
from the rocks when the shark caught his ski. Fifteen to 20 other surfers were on the point 
and in the bowl seaward of Yates, and Brian Plumb and Dan Cleary were on their boards 
three to five metres shoreward of Yates. Cleary saw the shark's dorsal fin appear 15 metres 
behind Yates, disappear and resurface two metres behind the paddleskier. Then the shark 
attacked with great force; it grabbed the paddleski in its jaws, propelled it three metres 
through the water and, in so doing, pulled the left side of the ski below the surface which 
caused Yates to topple over on to the shark. Yates unfastened his belt, climbed on top of 
his overturned ski and sat there until Brian Plumb threw his paddle to him. (Yates had used 
his paddle to ward off the shark as he was being pushed through the water, but lost it when 
his ski capsized.)  He returned to the beach and the shark swam into the bowl where it 
passed close to a surfer. 
 
INJURY: The paddleskiier was not injured by the shark. 
 
DAMAGE TO PADDLESKI: Toothmarks of the shark's lower jaw were visible on the 
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underside of the ski. The teeth of the upper jaw scratched the top deck and there was a 
dent on the left side of the ski adjacent to the toothmarks. No tooth fragments were 
recovered.   
 
SPECIES: Witnesses estimated the shark was about 3,5 metres [11.5-feet] total length. No 
one was able to positively identify the species involved, but all confirmed that it was not a 
raggedtooth shark. 
 
CASE INVESTIGATOR: Marie Levine 
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