
ACTIVITY: Surfing 
CASE: GSAF 1980.10.27 
DATE: Monday October 27, 1980 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the Pacific 
Ocean near the entrance of the Umpqua River near 
Reedsport in west central Oregon, USA.    
43º39.7'N, 124º12.8'W 
 
NAME: Christopher Cowan 
SURFBOARD: He was using a 2.2-metre, 50-cm 
wide surfboard. The board had a bright orange 
under surface, and the upper surface was bright 
yellow. 
 
BACKGROUND 
MOON PHASE: Waning Gibbous, 82% of the 
Moon’s visible disk was illuminated. Full Moon, 
October 23, 1980. New Moon, November 11, 1980. 
SEA CONDITIONS: The surf was “very rough” 
according to witnesses. 
ENVIRONMENT: DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 150 
metres 
TIME: 15h45 
 
NARRATIVE: Christopher Cowan and two 
companions were just south of the jetty adjacent to 
the entrance of the river. They had been surfing 
about 25 minutes when a wave broke, knocking 
Cowan into the water. He climbed back onto his 
board for only a moment before a heavy impact 
knocked him into the ocean a second time. He felt a 
heavy tension on the leash attached to left leg for several seconds, and then the leash went 
slack. Cowan climbed back on his board, but this time noticed that his leg was bleeding. He 
yelled a warning to his friends that a shark had bitten him, then paddled toward shore with 
his companions following him to the beach. 
 
INJURY: The surfer sustained four large lacerations to the left thigh. 
 
DAMAGE TO EQUIPMENT: Tooth impressions of the shark were evident on the upper and 
lower surfaces of the surfboard. The greatest width across the impression arch in the board 
was 360 mm. 
 
FIRST AID: Cowan drove to Bay Area Hospital in Coos Bay where physicians cleaned, 
repaired and dressed his injury.  
 
SPECIES: The width of the bite-arch in the surfboard is subjectively comparable to that of a 
white shark four to five metres in length. 
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NOTE: This recurring location was the site of the 1976 incident involving Mike Shook.  
 
CASE INVESTIGATOR: Ralph Collier 
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