
ACTIVITY: Surfing 
CASE: GSAF 1980.07.00 
DATE: Late July 1980 
LOCATION: The incident took 
place in the Atlantic Ocean near 
the Emerald Isle Pier in Carteret 
County, North Carolina, USA. 
 
NAME: Unknown 
DESCRIPTION: Male 
 
NARRATIVE: “The surfer was 
blindsided by a large, dark 
fish.  Bumped off his board and 
knocked into the breakers, he 
quickly realized he’d been hit by a 
good-sized shark.  He scrambled to 
shore and reported the  incident, 
which was the first event in that 
summer involving a shark.” 
 
INJURY: No injury 
 
SPECIES: “In the days that followed, anglers reeled in five-foot sharks off the Triple S and 
Iron Steamer piers, and the phones started ringing at the Atlantic Beach Police Department 
about fins spotted in the surf.  On August 8, 1980 local marine scientists came forward to 
confirm that thousands of sharks had moved into shallow water near the beaches from 
Cape Lookout to Swansboro.  Word spread quickly throughout the community, and the story 
attracted national media attention.  ‘We closed all the beaches to protect the swimming 
public,’ remembers Frank Schwartz, professor and curator of fishes at the UNC Institute of 
Marine Sciences in Morehead City.  ‘Setting longlines revealed that there were sharks along 
the beach.  We told the mayors of the possible danger, the mayors told the cops and 
warning signs went up.’  Schwartz explained that an abundance of food and an unusual 
surge of very warm water near the beach had drawn the sharks close to shore.  ‘There were 
all kinds: sharpnose, blacktips, spinners, and sandbars,’ he said.  A cold front moved 
through and pushed the warm water away, taking many of the sharks with it.  The beaches 
were reopened, warning signs came down and no further incidents were reported.” 
 
REPORTED BY: Clay Creswell, Global Shark Attack File  
  
SOURCE: The above is an excerpt from “The Sharks of Summer” written by Jay Barnes, 
the director of the N.C. Aquarium at Pine Knoll Shores. The article appeared  in the August 
2007 edition of  Wildlife in North Carolina Magazine. 
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