
ACTIVITY: Surfing 
CASE: GSAF 1979.03.24 
DATE: Saturday March 24, 1979 
LOCATION: The incident took place at Singer Island, 
Riviera Beach, Palm Beach County, Florida, USA. 
24º46'N, 80º06'W 
 
NAME: Donald A. Stewart 
DESCRIPTION: He was a 27-year-old male, 6’½" in 
height and weighing 165 pounds. He was wearing 
surfer’s shorts, rust with a beige waistband. He wore no 
jewelry and had no injuries prior to the incident. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: The sky was partly cloudy and the air 
temperature was about 80ºF. 
MOON PHASE: Waning Crescent, 18% of the moon’s 
visible disk was illuminated. New Moon on March 28, 
1979. 
SEA CONDITIONS: Seas were five to eight feet in height, the water was murky due to sand 
suspension and the temperature was about 73ºF. High tide was at 06h00, low tide at 12h14. 
ENVIRONMENT: Fish (possibly catfish, Galcichthys felis) in unusual numbers were noted 
by Stewart. Regarding geomorphology, the sandbar shifts toward the east and the water 
depth over the bar is slightly greater than in the preceding case. The channel is shallower 
and not quite as wide but it present. Farther north from the incident site there is a break in 
the sandbar with considerably greater water depth and access to open water. The south 
end of the channel opens to the cove area formed by a rock jetty bordering the Palm Beach 
Inlet to Lake Worth; this cove area is persistently inhabited by large congregations of 
sharks, notably Carcharhinus limbatus and/or C. maculipinnis, and periodically other 
occasional species. Sharks are often seen swimming in the channel but identification has 
not been accurate enough to determine whether these are or are not the cove “residents”. 
Positive identification of species caught while fishing in the general shore area or observed 
by those with sufficient knowledge indicates that numerous species consistently inhabit or 
casually ‘pass through’ the area, generally swimming in the channel. C. leucas, C. milberti 
and C. obscurus are quite commonly taken; C. falciformis and N. brevirostris are not rare; 
G. cuvier and the Sphyrna groups are occasional with the former somewhat more plentiful 
during certain periods.  
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 20 to 25 feet 
DEPTH OF WATER AT INCIDENT SITE: Four to five feet 
TIME: 11h30 
 
NARRATIVE: Stewart rode a wave inshore and jumped of his board at the end of the ride. 
He had just started to pull the board under himself and paddle back out, but as he turned he 
felt a sharp swift bite or “rake” on the heel of his left foot. Initially, he thought he had 
brushed a coral outcrop, then he saw the shark surface to his left and spin toward the right 
in a swift motion. Next moment Stewart felt “tremendous pressure” across his left foot and 
ankle and realized he had been bitten “to the bone”. The shark shook its head and started 
to “dive”. Stewart thrust his foot down the shark’s mouth rather than follow the natural 
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impulse to withdraw. The shark continued diving but 
Stewart felt a release of pressure on his foot/ankle and 
pulled it from the shark’s mouth. He got onto his 
surfboard, turned to warn other surfers and paddled 
into about six-inch-deep water. Holding his legs out in 
front of him, he “hand-walked” to the shoreline. 
 
INJURY: The surfer’s left foot and ankle were bitten. 
There was no loss of tissue, the injury consisted of 
small puncture wounds on the heel, small lacerations 
to the medial malleolus and extensive lacerations on 
the dorsum of the foot just below the ankle with 
division of the extensor hallucis longus. 
 
FIRST AID: On shore, Ken Winblad elevated Stewart’s 
leg, supported the foot, and applied pressure to the 
wound through the use of a T-shirt. Stewart was 
helped from the beach to a hotel parking lot where 
further first aid was administered. He was transported 
by ambulance to the hospital. Stewart states he was 
not in shock, felt no pain, and very clearly remembers 
all details of the incident. 
 
TREATMENT: Stewart was admitted to Good 
Samaritan Hospital on North Flagler Drive in West 
Palm Beach. He was taken immediately to the 
operating room for debridement and repair of the 
wound. Postoperatively, his foot was placed in cast but 
it was removed due to pain and replaced with a splint. 
The attending physician was Robert Green, M.D. 
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: In view of the preponderance of 
C. limbatus and/or C. maculipinnis, Stewart’s 
description of the shark and the appearance of the 
healed wounds, it is thought that one of these two 
species was involved. According to Stewart, the shark 
was about five to six feet in length. 
 
CASE INVESTIGATOR: Morris M. Vorenberg 
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Note: The wound on dorsum 
of the foot was surgically 
repaired prior to the case 
investigator’s sketches. 



SOURCE: The Palm Beach Post, Sunday March 25, 1979, page B1 
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